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Regular Meetings are the 
3rd Thursday of each 
month unless otherwise 
posted.

  
BMCCF Meeting

July 20th
Temptations

Eats - 6:00pm
Meeting - 7:00pm 
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Prime Minister’s Message:

Many THANKS to Terry Walters for conducting the 
last meeting and Jon Kataisto for doing our minutes.
We have a great Motor Club (the BEST) and your 
participation makes it all that much better. 

Our new shirts and hats are all in, so please ask 
Donna Schaefer if you need any BMCCF gear.

Sorry for not getting out a June newsletter. Our 
Editorial staff had hit a few speed bumps and was 
unable to get it all together. Please help us by 
sending us some BMCCF content. Projects 
underway, Stuff for Sale, Things you may be looking 
for, etc. Anything you would like to share with your 
fellow club members. For those of you that have 
shared stuff with us - THANK YOU.

Respectfully -
Charlie

May the ‘Bird of Paradise’ miss 
your windscreen...
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BMCCF  Meeting Minutes
 May 18th, 2017

Temptations Everyday Gourmet
AKA  BMCCF Club House

Today was as good a day as you could ask for and several members drove their 
LBC’s to tonite’s meeting. The Temptations food and beverages, as usual, were a 
great way to start the social pre-meeting gathering.

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 by Charlie Schaefer.

Minutes of April meeting approved by acclimation. There were 32 club members 
present, including a new member John Merhar, owner of some MGs and some 
other ‘non-british’ cars. Guests included George Haskell, who plans to join the 
club very soon, and hopes to bring his project 1973 mini back to life with 
assistance from willing club members.

John Moore provided Treasurer’s report: $9025 in general fund, Car Show has 
$4500 in revenues with registrations fees  $1255, basket raffle proceeds $464, 
50/50 net proceeds $79 and Expenses of $3650, with additional bills still due, 
expecting to net about $700. John advised any outstanding costs or 
reimbursements be submitted, so the books on this year’s show can be closed. 
A short discussion of the pre-show gathering and the “Best of the British” car 
show followed, sadly the weather forecast spoiled this year’s show turnout more 
than the actual weather did, although the brief shower and the threat of worse 
weather sent most participants home by the early afternoon.  Thanks to Eric and 
all the club members who participated and helped with the show. Although cut 
short, it was still a good showing for the club.

Charlie was announced that Carl Wilson will be the Chairman leading the charge 
for the May 5th 2018 BMCCF car show, returning once again to the “Battleship 
Park” venue. There was a lot of discussion on many ideas to make next year’s 
20th annual show more successful and all members are encouraged to 
participate and volunteer to help make it so.

Bill Massey gave a brief overview for group entry to the “Rims on the River” this 
Saturday, May 20th.  Club members (17 so far), are planning to meet as a group 
and enter together to our designated parking area in front of Fat Tony’s. Weather 
should be nice.



There are also other shows the same day May 20th, with some members 
planning to attend: the NC MG Club 21st annual Triangle British Classic in 
Raleigh and also the EAA Spring Fly-in in Burgaw. Several members are 
planning to attend those, too.

Other upcoming events include the Moss Motorfest in Petersburg VA the 
weekend of June 3rd. Anybody planning to go need to pre-register by May 26th – 
see Moss website for details.

Charlie spoke briefly about planning some type of activity for “British Car 
Week” (May 27th – June 4th). He is considering inviting Grand Strand members 
up for a morning gathering to be followed by a short driving /garden tour to some 
member’s places and maybe ending with a hosted lunch? Details to follow.

Mickey Finn said he had visited the new “River Lights” development in of River 
Road in Wilmington and the restaurant “Smoke on the Water” and indicated they 
may be interested in having some type of car type event there.

Club Shirts and Hats that were ordered are still available if you haven’t picked 
your orders up.  Another order will be placed soon. Always good to wear at club 
events and car show events.

Paul Clarkson will be leaving soon for his 4th time participating in the ”Great 
American Race” – this year driving a ’30 Model A  for the 2500 miles / 8 days on 
the Dixie tour from Jacksonville FL to Traverse City MI. 

A long discussion was made to discuss various ways to help expose our club 
more and to increase participation of other clubs in our events. Members were 
asked to consider participating in other club’s events and were challenged to 
make it a point to spread our clubs participation around to as many events near 
and far. Some suggestions were made concerning additional reaching out to 
other clubs, ideas about new BMCCF dash plaques, windshield stickers, 
medallions and maybe even a poster to commemorate our upcoming 20th annual 
show. A flyer for next year’s show has already been made, but members need 
copies to distribute at any event they may go to “spread the word”.  Additional 
ideas were mentioned for the good of the club to gather information for the 
annual car show, to make turning over responsibilities and executing the next 
“show” easier. This would include such things as Registration Forms, Contacts, 
lessons learned, etc. 

Ryan Taro advised he has created another BMCCF facebook page to allow 
members to post information, and has been posting items of interest on the 
BMCCF fb page.  
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Charlie asked if anybody has anything of 
interest to include in the monthly 
newsletter, to send it to him and he will try 
to include it.

Meeting was adjourned at 7:48 pm.

Respectfully submitted – 

Jon Kataisto  

(for Pam McMahon, Secretary)

BMCCF - Meeting Minutes
June 15, 2017

Today was an unsettled spring weather day and attendance was down a little to 
28 members for tonight’s meeting. The Temptations food and beverages, as 
usual, were a great way to start the social pre-meeting gathering.  Raffle tickets 
were sold for some leftover car show gift cards. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 by VP Terry Walters.

Minutes of May’s meeting were approved by acclimation.  John Moore provided 
Treasurer’s report: $8844 in general fund, with another few hundred dollars still 
due on final car show and the recent British Car week Garden Tour costs.  John 
stated that although in the past month, there has been about $1000 more outlays 
than incomes, the club will be able to keep our charitable obligations even if 
some money needs to be taken from the general fund – subject to Board 
approval. 

A short rundown of this year’s “Best of the British” car show followed, sadly the 
weather spoiled this year’s show turnout with 53 cars pre-registered, only 43 of 
those showed, only 6 non-members were registered and few day of show 



entrants.  John Moore summarized the various costs for the show that were paid 
in the past month.  

It was announced that Carl Wilson - the Chairman leading the May 5th 2018 
BMCCF car show, will be having a meeting at his shop [Autoworks, Inc. 201 
Antilles Ct Wilmington] on Saturday June 24th at 10:00 AM.   All club members 
are encouraged to attend, contribute to the planning and volunteer to help make 
a successful show next year at the “Battleship Park” venue. 

As far as recent club events, there were many shows the same day May 20th.  
Thanks to Bill Massey for spearheading the effort for about 20 club members to 
attend “Rims on the River” in Wilmington and congratulations to David Ward who 
was awarded a trophy for “Best Foreign Car” for his Jag XK-140. The same day, 
the NC MG Club 21st annual Triangle British Classic in Raleigh was attended by 
John Williamson and Rusty Love. The EAA Spring Fly-in in Burgaw was also the 
same day .  

Other events included the Moss Motorfest in Petersburg VA the weekend of June 
3rd.  John W. said that Mickey Finn and Merritt Guthrie attended and it was 
reported that the event was much larger with better quality cars than two years 
ago. There was more interest in touring the shop than could be accommodated, 
unfortunately.

A brief report was made, in Charlie’s absence, about the “British Car Week” June 
4th  Garden Tour. It started with a morning gathering at Bitty & Beaus donuts next 
to Rippy Cadillac. Then the group took a nice drive to Paul & Andrea Clarkson’s 
to see their garden followed by a drive to Charlie and Donna’s for a tour of their 
garden and lunch.  

Upcoming events: Grand Strand British Car Club Myrtle Beach Brit Fest on 
Saturday October 7th. Terry Walters had flyers and thought this would be a good 
event for the BMCCF to support.  A show of 
hands showed over a dozen members would 
be interested in this event. 
wwwGrandStrandBritish CarClub.com

At the end of the meeting, the raffle tickets 
were drawn and at least six lucky members 
went home with various gift cards for various 
venders and a knock-off wrench ! 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:38 pm.

Respectfully submitted – Jon Kataisto 
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BMCCF Calendar of 
Events 2017

OCTOBER 

7th. Grand Strand British Car Club “Myrtle Beach Britfest 2017”. More info 
later. 

21st Saturday - River Bluffs Home Show
Fun Run  9:00-10:00
Various Booths set up 10:00-5:00
Music and entertainment 10:00-5:00
BMCCF Car Show at River Bluffs 11:00-3:00 If our Club members would like to 
participate, I'm sure River Bluffs would provide some type of food and soft drinks 
for those who bring their cars on display.
Ritt Schiano

PLEASE NOTE: As always, the dates shown for trips are provisional and 
weather dependent. Confirmation of the event and full details will be sent closer 

to the date. 

PLEASE NOTE: Our Eric is currently in Europe. If you 
have an event or jolly  thing to do please let us know and 

we’ll get the announcement out.



Saturday, Oct. 7, 2017       

Fifth Annual Grand Strand British Car Club
The Market Common Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 

On Behalf of the Entire Grand Strand British Car Club, We Welcome You to 
Our Fifth Annual Car Show at The Market Common! In addition to all of the 
beautiful British cars, only 2 blocks away is The Market Common which boasts lots 
of shops, restaurants and a cinema so your weekend will be packed with fun for 
everyone! Please, register early and plan to stay the weekend to soak up all of the 
fun! 

The Grand Strand British Car Club’s Myrtle Beach Britfest will be held at The 
Market Common on the empty paved lot bounded by Johnson and Hendrick Ave, 
and Iris and Hackler St. located just off Farrow Parkway between Highway 17 
Business and Highway 17 By-Pass. 

Special Award for the “Best Picnic Presentation”. Ladies English Tea 
and Crumpets with “Best Hat” competition will take place during the 
show. 

Raffle Ticket proceeds will be contributed to Canine Angels Service 
Dogs, a nonprofit group that rescues dogs from shelters and trains 
them to become service dogs. More information about the organization 
can be found at www.CanineAngelsServiceDogs.org. 

Event Agenda:
9:00 - 11:00 am Show Field Open & Late Registration

10:00 – 11:00 am Ladies English Tea

1:30 pm Popular Voting Ends

2:30 pm Awards Presentation, Raffles, Etc.

Off-Road Trailer Parking available next to show field. 
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BMCCF - British Week Gathering & Garden 
Tour

Morning Coffee & Social - at Bitty & Beau’s Coffee  
Bitty & Beau’s Coffee 

The original Beau’s Coffee 
opened January 2016 in a 500 
square foot space in 
Wilmington, NC. The original 
shop was run by 19 
employees with intellectual 
and developmental 
disabilities. With over 70% of 
people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities 
(IDD) unemployed 
nationwide, Beau’s Coffee 
created a path for people with 
IDD to become more valued, 
accepted and included in 

every community. 

First Garden destination at the 
beautiful gardens of:

Paul & Andrea Clarkson 



Charlie & Donna’s Home
for 

Soft Drinks, Refreshments, Subs & Chilling 
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Landfall Living   
By Sherri Robinson  - Hot Wheels: Tributes & Legacies

Peter Burr was an exceptional man and devoted Little 
British Car Enthusiast, he passed away last February 
leaving a void in the Car Club Consortium of the Cape 
Fear.  This year’s Landfall CERT fundraiser Car Show 
included a fitting tribute to Peter chosen and bestowed by 
his lovely widow, Karen, in the form of the Best in Show 
Peter Burr Award, with some playful channeling from 
Peter. 

The Landfall CERT Spring Fest took place drawing 
sensational entries and two area car clubs, The British 
Motor Club of Cape Fear and the Cape Fear Chapter of 
the Antique Automobile Club. The car show encampment 
took place on the COA soccer field and offered four 
categories in addition to the Burr Award: Best American 
Car Pre-1975, Best American Car Post-1975, Best 
Foreign Car Pre-1975 and Best Foreign Car Post-1975. 
Landfall’s perennial “car club”, The Three Amigos, 
sponsored and managed logistics for the event which drew 
a great turnout in support of Landfall CERT.

Along with the always amazing automobiles on display, this year brought tributes 
to two men that appreciated those machines a little more than most and began a 
legacy for new and future enthusiasts.

Karen Burr beautifully crafted the experience of selecting and rendering the 
inaugural Best in Show Peter Burr award in these words:

“Way back, sometime last winter I think, I said, “Yes, sure, I’ll be glad to 
judge the Best in Show at the Landfall SpringFest Car Show.”
“No, wait! You want me to pick the car that Peter would choose? Wow! This 
is going to take some serious thought.”
Silly me, I had thought it would be easy. Ha! With all the beautiful and shiny 
autos beckoning me with their come-hither glints, it was far harder than I’d 
ever anticipated. This one was Really Old but was in wonderful condition. 
That one was newer and had a most fantastic paint job. Some I’d seen 
many times in our car club and they were like old friends. There were 



fabulous stories behind some. And some brought back old memories of 
High School and College times. Good memories.
But there was one I kept returning to. I didn’t know why but maybe Peter 
was steering me there. I knew the car he’d choose would be one that was 
thoroughly loved, driven lots, and with that worn patina of “original” shining 
through. And I thought I’d found it.
But what really clinched my decision was something that kept drawing my 
eye – on the front, between a headlamp and the grill was a drip of paint. A 
small, almost insignificant imperfection, but one that I could easily see on 
one of the many cars that Peter restored over the years. It was that 
endearing smear that made Russell Gosnell’s lovely red Mercedes 190 SL 
Best in Show.
So, Pete chose it. I just delivered the trophy.” 

The other gentleman honored was Raymond Villiger who passed away in 
Arkansas just this year. His son, Ryon Villiger composed this moving tribute to his 
Dad speaking of the 1977 Plymouth Volare:

“He kept and maintained the car showroom condition until he passed away 
last month. He left the car to me, knowing how much it meant to me and the 
memories we had in it. So, I made the journey to Mountain Home, Arkansas to 
pick up the car and make the long drive back. Along the way, I was stopped 
about seven times from people asking about the car and taking pictures of it. 
Thanks to the four-barrel carb, I got about six miles to the gallon the whole way 
back, so it was a fun yet expensive trip. I got back into Wilmington April 22nd and 
my son, Riley was wanting to take it to the car show in Landfall the next day. So, 
Friday evening, I was out washing the bugs off the car and cleaning it up for the 
show.

On Saturday morning, Riley and I drove the car to the show. We just 
planned on going to see the other cars, not entering in the show ourselves. We 
followed the signs for the car show and were trying to find parking to the show 
when we were led by the directors right into the show. I told them that we were 
just coming to look, but they liked the car and insisted that I enter the show. It 
was the first car show my son and I entered, and we won the award for best 
Post-1975 car. We were excited and are looking forward to entering more shows 
and sharing father-son time together just like my dad and I did with the original 
car.”

Two families, honoring two men who had never met but who were 
connected in their love of classic automobiles touched a crowd and instilled 
traditions that will endure for many years to come. 

For the Landfall community, tradition is a cornerstone and, for Raymond 
Villiger and Peter Burr, a legacy of honor and remembrance for a life well lived.
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Message from Ryan Taro on Facebook Posts:

My goal is to keep a steady influx of material by feeding the club's page and 
group a few times a week (enough to keep it fresh, but not overwhelming).  I'll 
focus on our club events when they are happening, and other British car posts 
(such as the Great Race) as filler when I run across them.

As of this morning we have 42 people following the Facebook page worldwide, 
and 24 members in the Facebook group.  And, now that we have a core, more 
people are following us every day.   

Discount on 
British Motor Heritage 

Certificates
Posted on June 22, 2017 by Michael Carnell in Classic Cars, Highlights, 
Marques, Restoration

The British Motor Museum has just redesigned their online shop to make it 
easier to buy Heritage Certificates.  These certificates are available for many of 
the leading British motor 
manufacturers including 
Austin, Morris, MG, Riley, 
Wolseley, Aston Martin, 
Rover, Land Rover, 
Standard, Triumph, BMC 
and British Leyland.

The certificates are basically 
birth certificates for you car 
and pull from the original 
manufacturer’s records and 
will include details like the 
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build and despatch dates, engine and body numbers, color scheme, and details 
of factory fitted equipment. Not all particulars are available for every car – much 
of this depends on the records kept by the original facility and the maintenance of 
those records over time by different companies.

To celebrate the redesign of the museum’s e-shop, they are offering classic car 
owners a special deal this summer. From now until July 17, 2017 you can get 
10% off all Heritage Certificate products using code: SUM1710. The basic 
certificate is normally £42.00 plus shipping, so this drops the price to just 
under £38 plus shipping, or about $48 as of this writing.

If you are looking to verify the authenticity of your car for restoration, show 
documentation, or sale, there is no better way to do so that the official heritage 
certificate.  Oh, and if you browse around the rest of the museum’s online shop 
you will find quite a few other interesting item such as reproduction tax discs.
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I found this on Pinterest and loved the look. I thought you may get a kick 
out of it. Now that’s one sweet look for a future E-Type.

All-new TVR promises 200 mph,
 Cosworth-tuned V8
Sent to us by George Czerw



British sports car maker TVR, known equally for its small and slightly scary cars 
as for its tumultuous management history, plans to unveil an all-new model at the 
Goodwood Revival this September; the Blackpool-based company has not 
produced an automobile since 2006. In fact, the last new TVR you might 
remember was the Tuscan Speed-Six driven by John Travolta's character in the 
deeply unfortunate 2001 film "Swordfish."

TVR is already dropping production specs for the unnamed model (which could 
be badged Griffith if patent filings are any indication) to whet potential buyers' 
appetites: The new car will be powered by a 5.0-liter Cosworth-tuned V8 
producing around 480 hp and will be capable of sprints from 0-60 in under 4 
seconds. The new model, images of which have only been shown privately to 
existing TVR owners, promises a top speed of 200 mph and a curb weight of 
around 2,645 pounds. The chassis will likely be carbon fiber -- Gordon Murray 
Design and its iStream manufacturing tech is a part of the project.

TVR has shared this teaser image ahead of the car's debut this September.
Photo by TVR

"We are incredibly excited to be unveiling the new car at the Goodwood Revival," 
TVR chairman Les Edgar said. "It’s the first time a global launch of a new car has 
occurred at the event, and it seems an entirely appropriate place for us to do it, 
with the marque’s motorsport heritage and an enthusiastic audience of dedicated 
car fans -- and in our 70th anniversary year. After a series of secret private 
viewings organized for the benefit of existing customers for the new car, we know 
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that we have a surefire hit on our hands and very much look forward to seeing 
the public reaction in September."
The reawakened company is already accepting deposits for the first 500 Launch 
Edition cars, though there is no word if TVR has actually shown running 
prototypes to those who've put down some coin. The carmaker is keeping a tight 
lid on the project, but it's a safe bet that it will be an aggressively styled front-
engined coupe with short overhangs, a tight interior and minimal luggage space. 
The only bit of the car that TVR has shown is the side exhaust view above.

The price, for those able to register it in their home country (which does not 
include the U.S. for now), is around $116,000, which a bit north of the prices of 
the very last TVRs sold in the U.S. in the 1980s, adjusted for inflation. Since the 
1990s, the boutique sports car maker has gone upmarket to compete with the 
likes of Aston Martin, focusing on large-displacement engines while offering 
spartan interiors and minimal safety features.

The upcoming reveal at Goodwood will actually be the first time an all-new 
production model has debuted at the venue, and given TVR's history of hair-
raising sports cars, Lord March's estate will be the perfect place. We're hoping for 
some long, smoky burnouts and perhaps some powerslides around the track and 
the lawns.
 

BBQ & Beer Cooler:  
Engineering at its best 

 from David the Ward



The Last of the Breed - MGB
For 50 years, the MGB has been the world's favorite British 

sports car - Sent to us by Paul Clarkson

Buyer's Guide from Hemmings Sports & Exotic Car
December, 2012 - Words and Photography by Mark J. McCourt

Until Mazda's MX-5 Miata--now in production for 23 years and through three 
generations--surpassed its total production figure, the MGB was the undisputed 
best-selling two-seat open sports car of all time. That popularity brought ubiquity, 
but opposing this potential turn-off was the car's inherent goodness, its user-
friendliness and ability to be many things to many people. Through its 18-year 
production run, the MGB enjoyed a surprising number of alterations and updates, 
so whether you choose open Tourer or closed GT, chrome or "rubber" bumpers, 
you're guaranteed a charismatic vintage sports car that is affordable to buy, 
inexpensive to maintain and amenable to personalization. 
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Following the popular 1955-'62 MGA, itself a bold step away from MG's tradition-
steeped "square rigger" T series cars, the modern MGB combined proven 
mechanicals with a sturdy monocoque body design (versus body-on-frame) and 
improved passenger accommodations. When the MGB Tourer was launched at 
the September 1962 Earls Court Motor Show, it was greeted with great acclaim, 
not only from home market buyers, but from the Americans who would buy the 
majority of production. The MGB's popularity--512,243 cars built in Abingdon, 
England, from May 22, 1962, through October 22, 1980--wasn't limited to those 
two countries, as evidenced by thousands of additional CKD (complete knock-
down) kit versions assembled in Australia and other countries, utilizing local 
content. As the Volkswagen was to economy cars, the MGB would symbolize the 
sports car to people for decades.

Focusing our Buyer's Guide on the U.S.-market ("Federal") MGB, we start with 
the unofficially named Mark I version, built from 1962 through 1966. Initially 
available only as an open-top Tourer with a pack-away convertible top, the new 
car stood apart with its horizontal lines, its low and wide interpretation of the MG 
vertical-slat radiator grille, and its businesslike interior, enhanced over its 
predecessors with roll-up door windows and locking external door and trunk 
handles. 

Under the sleek skin was an enlarged version of the MGA's 1,622cc pushrod 
four-cylinder, which used a three-main-bearing crankshaft and displaced 1,798cc 
via a 80.26 x 88.9mm bore and stroke. With an 8.8:1 compression ratio and twin 
1 ½-inch SU HS4 carburetors, it made 92hp at 5,400 RPM and 106-lbs.ft. of 
torque at 3,000 RPM, enough to propel the car to 60 MPH in roughly 11 seconds 
and on to 105 MPH. The substitution of a five-main-bearing crankshaft in 1964 
improved engine strength and smoothness and bumped output to 95hp and 110-
lbs.ft. of torque.

Following the path blazed by the two-seat MGA Coupe, the MGB GT was 
introduced in October 1965 (and in America as the MGB/GT, in April 1966). This 
weather-tight 2+2, whose classic roofline was suggested by the artists at 
Pininfarina, offered the practicality of a rear hatch and fold-down rear seatback, 
making it a true grand tourer. The GT also received a tube-style Salisbury live 
rear axle, rather than the Tourer's banjo-style version; while the independent 
wishbone, coil-spring and lever-arm damper front and semi-elliptic spring and 
lever-arm damper rear suspensions remained intact, this rear axle change would 
affect open MGBs the following year.

MG's U.S. importer cooked up 1967's "First Anniversary" MGB/GT Special--a trim 
package added to 1,000 GTs that included a wood-rimmed steering wheel, bullet 
fender mirror, wire wheels and a small plaque--and the arrival of the six-cylinder 



MGC and MGC/GT in 1967 would coincide with the MGB Mark II. Sharing a new 
four-speed manual gearbox with the Austin-derived 145hp, 2,912cc straight-six, 
the Mk II MGB gained synchromesh on first gear. And while Laycock de 
Normanville electric overdrive continued to be an available option over here, 
oddly, Americans couldn't spec their MGBs with the Borg-Warner Type 35 three-
speed automatic gearbox that the Brits could order. Other Mk II changes included 
a negative-ground electrical system and revised interior trim and seats. 

New safety and emission regulations in the U.S. forced MG to add a padded 
dashboard (the "Abingdon pillow," sans glovebox), dual-circuit brakes and an air 
injection pump to 1968 models. Headrests first appeared in 1969, as did front 
and rear side reflectors and, on Tourers, three windshield wipers; this was the 
last year that the MGB used an aluminum hood (steel replaced it for 1970), and it 
was the MGC's last year of production. More updates were in store for 1970, 
when the MGB received a trendy recessed black grille that had the MG octagon 
in its center and was reportedly inspired by that on Ford's 1968 Mustang; rubber 
tips sprouted on the chrome bumper overriders, combination side marker lamps/
reflectors were positioned at each corner, taillamps were squared off to improve 
visibility and Rostyle-styled steel wheels were introduced. A permanently 
attached folding top became standard, and this one year, the rear bumper was 
split, with the license plate set down between the two bumper bars. Inside, seats 
traded Connolly leather facings for vinyl.

More changes rolled in with the 1970s, and for 1971, MGB/GTs received vinyl/
nylon seat covers, while 1972 models--considered Mark IIIs--regained a 
dashboard glovebox and added face-level ventilation and a center console with 
an armrest. An updated version of MG's classic chrome grille debuted for 1973, 
its vertical bars replaced with black plastic mesh and the black and red octagon 
badge swapped for an all-red version; side-impact door beams and stronger door 
locks were federal-market safety improvements that year. Also new, but sadly not 
for U.S. consumption, was the tasty MGB GT V-8 ("Holy Grail," HS&EC #37). For 
1974 came new large rubber bumper overriders nicknamed "Sabrinas," designed 
to transfer impacts back to the reinforced body.

The Mark IV MGB and MGB/GT were introduced halfway through the 1974 
model year. These cars rode higher and wore black polyurethane (AKA "rubber") 
bumpers that enveloped the grille area and protected all lamps in 5-MPH hits. 
The 5,273 U.S.-spec Tourers and 1,248 GTs built between September and 
December 1974 kept their dual SU-carbureted engine but gained the bumper and 
suspension modifications: They are considered 1974 ½s, and the GT was 
dropped from our market in 1975. That year, the 1.8-liter engine was further de-
smogged, the SUs being replaced by a single Zenith-Stromberg 175CD5T 
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carburetor that left output at 65hp at 5,250 RPM and 92-lbs.ft. of torque at 2,500 
RPM--later cars would offer 67hp at 4,900 RPM. 

The front valance was painted satin black rather than body color, starting in 1976, 
while a modernized instrument panel and revised convertible top with a zip-down 
rear window were added in 1977, the year that standard front and rear anti-roll 
bars improved handling. The American market Limited Edition, available 
alongside standard models in 1979 and 1980, was a stylish send-off for the 
MGB, bold in black paint with silver side stripes, alloy wheels, a front air dam, a 
sport steering wheel and other cosmetic touches; 6,682 were sold for $8,550 
each, a $600 premium, and Canadian and British versions were also built. 
Unique to 1980 models were the regulation-required 85-MPH speedometer and 
six-digit odometer. Internal politics saw British Leyland close MG's Abingdon 
works in October 1980, and the last U.S.-spec MGB to be imported, a Limited 
Edition, was purchased by Henry Ford II, whose father, Edsel, had been one of 
the first Americans to import an MG (M Type Midget) around 1931. 

Whether you prefer pretty chrome (1962-1974) or practical rubber bumpers 
(1974 ½-1980), Tourer or GT, you'll find that all MGBs are comfortable cars, with 
a shocking amount of legroom--space is plentiful for two people and their (soft) 
luggage for a weekend getaway. Handling is predictable--more nimble in 
pre-1974 ½ models--and the engine is torquey with a wonderful exhaust note. 
Any MGB will easily keep up with today's traffic, and its positive, mechanical-
feeling gearbox adds greatly to the driving pleasure. 

The MGB is a straightforward car to work on, and is easily accessible for the 
home mechanic with a good shop manual. A huge supply of parts is available: 
The smallest fittings to full interior kits and tops to entire steel bodyshells can be 
easily purchased--indeed, a person could almost build a brand-new example 
from scratch. MGB values have been slowly rising, but these cars remain very 
accessible, with top condition restored chrome bumper and ultra-low-mileage late 
examples bringing the highest prices. The icing on this cake for MGB owners is 
the great network of support from local, national, and international clubs. Fifty 
years on, America's last and most beloved MG remains a timeless collectible, 
and the archetypal British sports car.

VIEWPOINT

We were married for two years, and we'd been talking about getting an MG. I'd 
wanted an MG all my life," recalls Berkshire County, Massachusetts, resident 
Kathy Heiligmann. "I had an image in my head of the two of us driving an MGB 
on the back roads of New England on a sunny, 72-degree autumn day," she 



laughs. "We found this Damask Red one at Cartelli Pontiac in Holyoke, and it 
was love at first sight--we bought it on August 28, 1976, and it cost $4,875. I 
drove it daily that first year, but it proved difficult in winter, so it became a 
summer-only car."

Carlos Heiligmann, an engineer, has always maintained their 38,000-mile MGB. 
"When it was new, we had some trouble with the automatic choke and the 
original SU electric fuel pump. When we installed a manual choke and changed 
to a Pertronix electronic ignition and electronic SU fuel pump, it became very 
reliable and smooth-running. I've kept it greased, changed the oil twice a year 
and kept it out of the salt. We've never had trouble with the carburetor or smog 
equipment, and even the top is still original." 

"If you're thinking of buying one, do it," Kathy adds. "But if you want a show car, 
remember, they're not rare--there are a gazillion of them around. There are a lot 
of good MG clubs to join, and these cars are all about the fun of driving a little 
convertible."

BODY 
The monocoque design that makes the MGB so crash-worthy also makes it more 
complex in terms of rust location and repair. Carefully inspect the sills--which, 
along with the transmission tunnel, provide the strength for open-top cars--as 
well as the lower doors and the bottoms of the front fenders, which hide rust 
traps. Check that the door gaps are even, and inspect the jambs for signs of 
amateur repair. Lift the carpets to inspect the floors, as you may find rust where 
the floor pans meet the toe board, transmission tunnel and sills.

Replacement body panels, both aftermarket and official British Motor Heritage 
pressings, are available, as are entire Tourer and GT body shells, for extreme 
cases of rust-out; note that GT front fenders differ, as do chrome and rubber 
bumper fenders. Patch panels for common rust spots are also available. You'll 
often have to repair the small tear in Tourer's upper door skins caused by people 
pulling on the vent window frames to close the doors.

INTERIOR
While MGB/GT interiors tend to fare better than those in their open counterparts, 
all MGBs will show some wear after decades of use. Numerous parts specialists 
can supply new diaphragms or webbing, foams and upholstery--leather, vinyl or 
vinyl/cloth--to make seats look and feel new; upgraded seats and interior panel 
kits are also readily available. Seat re-upholstery using these materials is 
something that can be done by anyone with time, patience and hand tools.

21



Other interior materials like rubber mats, carpeting (both sewn and molded kits) 
and convertible tops (economy and original-style vinyl or upmarket canvas) are a 
phone call and credit card swipe away. Popular aftermarket accessories include 
wood fascia trim and wood or leather-rim steering wheels, wind blockers and 
luggage racks; you can even fit your MGB seats with electric heated seat pads to 
extend your driving season.

ENGINE
The B-series engine that powered more than a half-million MGBs is a sturdy unit. 
As expected, the five-bearing engine is more durable than the earlier three-
bearing version. They should show between 60 and 70 PSI of oil pressure at 
3,500 RPM, and roughly 50 PSI at idle; all engines will gradually consume more 
oil as they age. Replacing the original points-style ignition and fuel pump with a 
modern electronic ignition and electronic fuel pump will lessen maintenance and 
improve turn-key reliability. Mechanical parts availability is excellent.

Ancillary to the engine is the car's electrical system, and despite Lucas jokes, an 
MGB in good health is a very reliable car. Be sure to check the under-hood wiring 
(and the dual 6V or the single 12V batteries behind the seats) for frayed 
insulation and splices, and test all switches and knobs; time spent cleaning and 
renewing electrical contacts is trouble-free time on the road. 

TRANSMISSION 
The vast majority of MGBs were built with the standard four-speed transmission, 
and its gearing puts the engine around 3,000 RPM at 60 MPH, which is busy, but 
not intolerable. The optional electric overdrive (D- or LH-type), which operates on 
third and fourth gears and is controlled by a steering column stalk or switch atop 
the gearshift, is highly desirable, although it is compatible only with overdrive-
type four-speeds (i.e., it can't be added to a non-overdrive gearbox) and adds 
another layer of mechanical complexity. Both the standard gearbox and the 
overdrive unit can be rebuilt, but if you aren't a stickler for originality, you can 
swap in a five-speed manual gearbox from a Toyota or European Ford; be 
warned, though, that some such conversions are not easily reversible. Clutches 
are generally long-lived, but the engine must be pulled from the car to replace 
clutch components.

BRAKES AND SUSPENSION
In proper fettle, the MGB's front-disc/rear-drum brake system is very effective. A 
single-line system was fitted through 1967, after which a safer dual-line system 
was adopted. Rubber-bumper models have servo assist, an added benefit in 
today's traffic. Master cylinder rebuild kits, as well as rebuilt units, are available, 
as are all other brake components.



The front suspension's kingpins will develop excess play over time and will wear 
quickly if not regularly greased as recommended by the factory; new assemblies 
can be purchased. Wheel bearings are very durable. Tired front and rear lever-
arm shocks can be rebuilt by professionals, or a tube shock conversion can be 
performed. If fitted, wire wheels should be checked for true running, and fans of 
the look can convert from disc to wire wheels with a bolt-on kit, or by changing 
the axle. Rubber-bumper cars can be lowered for improved handling.

SPECIFICATIONS

Engine-- OHV, cast-iron block and head inline-four, 1,798cc (109.7 cubic inches)
Horsepower-- 95/65 @ 5,400/5,250 RPM [1962/1980 models, U.S.-specification]
Torque: lbs.-ft.-- 106/92 @ 3,000/2,500 RPM
Induction system-- Twin SU/single Zenith-Stromberg carburetor, electric fuel 
pump
Gearbox-- Four-speed manual, optional overdrive
0-60 MPH-- 11-13.5 seconds
Top speed-- 105/90 MPH
Length-- 153.3/158.25 inches
Width-- 59.7 inches
Height-- 49.4/50.9 inches
Wheelbase-- 91 inches
Curb weight-- 2,030/2,275 pounds

PRODUCTION

Toure
r

MGB/GT

1962 2,946
1963 15,054
1964 16,753
1965 13,815164
1966 4,543 5,851
1967 9,131 4,414
1968 13,1224,570
1969 14,6847,956
1970 18,8366,396
1971 17,9875,926
1972 19,9113,965
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1973 15,5213,243
1974-1974.
5

17,5214,703

1975 18,398
1976 22,554
1977 22,030
1978 18,259
1979 18,867
1980 8,120
Figures are courtesy Original MGB With MGC and MGB GT V8, researched and 
written by Heritage Motor Center archivist Anders Ditlev Clausager.

PRICE GUIDE

Tourer: Mk I Mk II Mk III Mk IV
Low: $8,000 $7,500 $6,000 $4,500
Average
:

$13,500$14,500$10,000$8,000

High: $32,000$33,000$27,000$20,000

GT: Mk I Mk II Mk IIIMk III
Low: $4,000 $4,000 $4,000$4,000
Average
:

$6,500 $6,500 $6,500$6,500

High: $17,500$17,500$17,500$17,500
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Classic Cars - Class Trophies – Other Awards

Raffle 50/50 - Food - Live Music

WRIGHTSVILLE BEACH PARK

MAY 13th. 2017 10 am – 3.30 pm

More Info. and Registration Form at:

www.bmccf.org

 In Aid of Local Charities

Is Pleased To

Present Our

19th. Annual Car Show 

BMCCF



BMCCF - Classified Ads:

From Jacq Moore - I have CD mystery books. If anyone in the club traveling this 
summer would like to borrow them let me know.   Jacq

From Bob Moore - MGA Carpet Kit  I have a brown carpet kit ( new) that I  will 
not need. It’s free to anyone that may need it. Bob Moore 910-61607045  Trying 
to clean out my garage and need to move it out asap. Thanks  
hatterasfin@ec.rr.com

Request for Help - Hello, I am the proud owner of a 1973 Morris 1000 that has 
seen better days.  I rescued it from a backyard with the intent of restoring it.  This 
to relive my fond memories of my 1959 Morris 850 that I installed a modified MG 
1100 drive train in and terrorized the 912 Porsches in Los Angeles in the late 
1960’s.  Alas I have not proven to be a good guardian and it has now sat in my 
backyard for several years.  The car ran and the body is remarkably rust free but 
a misguided attempt to install Honda disc brakes by a previous owner left it 
undriveable and after time with master cylinder issues. 

 To cut to the chase at 70 I am not equipped to finish the project and am looking 
for a British car enthusiast who might be willing to do the job for a reasonable fee 
and parts.  I am willing to front for a new disc brake setup and whatever else 
need replacing. Then I would have the credentials to join your fine organization.  
To my regret I sold my last British car several years ago;  It was of Irish decent.  
Any help you could provide in this quest would be most appreciated. 
Sincerely, George Haskell 
in Carolina Beach 910 798 9395 and this address or gbhaskell@juno.com

mailto:hatterasfin@ec.rr.com
mailto:hatterasfin@ec.rr.com
mailto:gbhaskell@juno.com
mailto:gbhaskell@juno.com


BMCCF - Classified Information:
 
BMCCF Regalia - Ralph Jannelli  - 704.351.0864  (BMCCF Shirts & Hats)
http://www.fourth-gear-ltd.com - Please check with Donna Schaefer

BMCCF NAME TAGS 
Official BMCCF name tags are required at all events or when 
you are representing the club. 
Originally ordered name tags are now available from John Moore
 $5.50  Pin Clasp $8.00  Magnet Clasp 

AUTOWORKS, INC.  Foreign & Domestic Auto Specialists 
We service all types of vehicles   From 1950’s to Present Day 
Emissions Testing, Front end alignment  A/C repair 
Carl Wilson (910) 791-5074 
202 Antilles Ct. ( In Dutch Square industrial park ) 
Wilmington, NC 28405 
 Free Advice to BMCCF Members 

Happy Motoring
from your

Editorial Staff
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