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Prime Minister’s Message:

Many THANKS to our Rusty Bumpers for 
performing at the Landfall Spring Festival - they were 
truly amazing. We did a tribute to Peter Burr and 
please read how Karen decided on which car she 
thought Peter would have chosen as Best in Show - 
she nailed it. 

We have a great Motor Club (the BEST) and your 
participation makes it all that much better. Ask Mickey 
Finn, Bruce Allcorn and Meritte Guthrie how much 
they enjoyed organizing the incoming cars at the 
show (THANK YOU guys).

Our new shirts and hats have been ordered. We are 
in the process of planning a Touring and Gardening 
outing for British Motor 
Week. Details are in the works 
and please join us in the 
celebration of our Little British 
Motor Cars. We welcome & 
encourage your input.

Respectfully -
Charlie

May the ‘Bird of Paradise’ 
miss your windscreen...



BMCCF  Meeting Minutes
 April 20, 2017

Temptations Everyday Gourmet
AKA  BMCCF Club House

39 people turned out for the meeting this month, eerily close to the 38 who turned 
out last month.  Did all of you folks just camp out for a month at Temptations?????

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Charlie Schaefer.

The minutes of the March meeting were approved by acclimation.

John Moore was off enjoying the weather at the Shelton Vineyards British Car 
Gathering so Charlie gave the Treasurer’s Report.  We have $10,130 in treasury but 
we have not yet deducted Car Show expenses.  Many THANKS to David “The 
Enforcer”  Ward as  he collected all the Sponsor money. 

Car Show – Eric passed out a sheet for volunteer sign-ups for the day-of-show 
activities.  If you would like to volunteer, regardless of task or how long you to 
volunteer, please contact Eric.   Even a hour or two  in the morning to help set-up, 
mid- show to help with raffles or an hour or so to help break down after the show – 
all help is greatly appreciated.

Karen Burr thanked all who had donated raffle items.  The idea this year is to 
have a maximum number (maybe 10) of really impressive items.  Some 
suggestions:  gift certificates from restaurants, auto parts stores, hardware stores.  
You can also put together a “theme” bag like a Man’s best Friend item with dog/cat 
items or a “Date Night” item with movie tickets, restaurant gift certificate, bottle of 
wine, etc.  The folks on the committee can combine individually donated items in 
to really high-end, high value items.  There is no Mystery Box this year so items 
donated should be of high quality.  Items need to be in the hands of the committee 
members (Karen, Beth Foster and Robin Ward) by May 1st at the latest. Come 
on, folks, get this done!   

Bruce Alcorn and Merritt Guthrie are the donut guys and this year they are 
getting……wait for it..….Krispy Kreme.   Enough said.



Eric plans to have a pre-show meeting with the committee chairs to be sure all of 
the Ts are crossed and Is are dotted.

Eric will publish the activities schedule for the show so all can be aware of the 
timing of events during the day.

Up- Coming Events – Eric then continued by discussing upcoming events.

April 22nd - Landfall Spring Fest: Saturday 10:00am until 1:00pm.
Featuring our Rusty Bumpers. New for 2017:  Peter Burr Award - chosen by 
Karen Burr.

April 29th – Children’s church group in Hampstead has invited up to display our 
cars at their event.  Eric has details.

April 29th - Uwharrie Mountains BRITISH CAR MEET. 10am – 6pm. Higgins 
Farm, Jackson Creek, Denton, NC. Info: Doug Higgins at  HYPERLINK 
"mailto:doughig@northstate.net" doughig@northstate.net.

May 13th – BMCCF Car Show in Wrightsville Beach Park.  Be there or be 
square!

May 20th – Rims on the River.  Bill Massey is coordinating BMCCF participation. 
Those participating will meet and drive as a group to park in front of Fat Tony’s.  If 
you are going, email Bill Massey, he will pre-pay your $10 admission fee (Yes, you 
will reimburse him!).  Eric said he will re-send the flyer.

May 20th - NC MG Car Club's 21st. Anniversary Triangle British Classic. North 
Hills Shopping Center, Raleigh. More info: www.ncmgcarclub.org, or call: 
919-610-7166, or 919-567-2787.

June 3rd – Moss Motorfest   Petersburg, VA   Several of our members have 
attended sani say this is one heck of a party. For more info:  http://
www.mossmotors.com/sitegraphics/Motorfest/info.html
     
One point made by a couple of folks at the meeting and previous meetings:  We 
encourage other clubs attendance at our show every year and many participants at 
our show are from other clubs.  Many travel quite a ways. When those clubs have 
their shows, we should really try to get to those shows – spread the love if you 
can.  
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The 2018 BMCCF Car Show will be May  5th at Battleship Park next to the 
battleship North Carolina.  This will be the 20th Anniversary of the car show and 
will be a doozy.  

Check the Facebook page that Ryan Tado maintains.  British Motor Club of the 
Cape Fear – post pics and info.  Thanks Ryan.

Also check the Calendar tab on our website maintained by Lynn Wilson - 
bmccf.org -and thanks to Lynn for her expertise..

Charlie then acknowledged visitors Frank and Allison Bernhart who are looking 
for a British car, probably an Austin Healy.  Welcome folks. 

 Also attending were Frank and Sharon Lungaro from Southport who have a ’61 
MGA in storage.  They are now ready to open that garage and let that beauty out.  
Contact club members for technical assistance - the members LOVE to share their 
knowledge. 

Finally, Cathy and Dwight Davidson joined us.  They have a ’73 TR6.   Glad you 
came.

Garage Tours or Wrenches - John Williamson then talked about the Wrencher 
session at Rusty Love’s.  Rusty had food and drink enough for at least 25 but 
Mickey Finn said only 4 people were there.  John reiterated that these sessions are 
extremely helpful from a technical perspective and that it is important to support 
those who go out of their way to host.  Thanks to the Loves for their hospitality.  
The Wrenches will start again in the fall.  

FYI.  Several BMCCF cars were displayed during the Azalea Festival and there 
was a lot of interest.  The location was perfect as people had to walk by in order to 
leave the festival.  Good public relations for the club.  Thanks to those who 
attended.

Action Thursday night:  indicate on the sign in sheet if you would like a shirt 
(provide type and size) or a hat.  This information will be given to Charlie to 
facilitate ordering. 

Final point.  Thanks to the Spring Event committee for the winery tour to Cape 
Fear Winery.  It was fantastic!



Charlie adjourned the meeting at 7:50 PM.

Safety Fast!

Respectfully submitted
Pam McMahon, Secretary 
 

BMCCF - Results of Board Meeting:
Board in Attendance: Eric( Car Show Chair),, John Moore, David Ward, Carl 

Wilson, John Williamson, Charles Schaefer.

Car Show 2017 - May 13th, 2017 for this year -any topics that need addressing. 
- Eric is comfortable we are all set for our show. Full member participation is 
expected and encouraged. 

 - The idea of buying a sound system came up as opposed to renting one for $400 
per car show. Charlie said he will speak with Ray about the cost of doing 
something like that and what our needs may be. Ray is well versed in sound 
systems.

Car Show 2018 - May 5th, 2018 - all in favor of moving back to the Battleship - 
any concerns. John Moore expressed concern with some details within the contract. 
John Moore, John Williamson and Eric will represent BMCCF in finalizing the 
contract with the Battleship. The Board wants to make sure we are clear on what 
we can and cannot do. 
- Charlie suggested we get the field sprayed for bugs the night before the show. 
New Hanover County will do that for us. 
- John Williamson said tides are generally less of a problem in the spring then they 
are in the fall. This would reduce the concern of a flooded show field for our show, 
which is always problematic. 

British Car Week - May 27th (Saturday) to June 4th Sunday - it was decided to 
have our Tour/ Garden Party on June 4th. The thought was to have three members’ 
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gardens to explore followed by lunch at Charlie & Donna Schaefer’s home as we 
did last year. Paul & Andrea Clarkson expressed interest in hosting a Garden Tour 
at their home. We will ask other members if they are interested in hosting a Garden 
Tour. The thought was that we should limit the number of garden tours to three. 
- The suggestion was brought up to invite the Grand Strand Car Club to join us this 
year. Joint club events are always good for the aiding the sport.

Unpaid Membership - It was brought up that too many members have not paid 
their annual dues and we need to address the situation. We need to cull our email 
lists and remove unpaid members. We do send out courtesy copies to other clubs 
and we should continue that process. It was noted that past members show up for 
selective events and have not contributed to the club. We will become stricter on 
membership practices. We will follow up with Caryl Finn on matching our lists 
with members in good standing. 

Club Shirts & Hats - We will encourage the membership to wear club shirts to 
BMCCF events. We fully appreciate everyone will not want to wear Club attire, 
which is perfectly fine. The word encouraged is the message we wish to convey. 
Charlie has been given the authority to order 24 mens shirts and 24 woman shirts. 
They will be the same shirt as we ordered last time. Charlie is asking the Board to 
approve ordering 10 hats within the next order. He is taking the responsibility to 
sell the shirts and turn over the proceeds to John Moore. Polo Shirts - $31.95 Hats 
$11.95

End of Board Meeting discussion
Shirts and Hats have been ordered, as per above

BMCCF Calendar of 
Events 2016

May -

13th - BMCCF Annual British Car Show.

18th - BMCCF Monthly Club Meeting @ Temptations Everyday Gourmet. 
7:00pm.



19th to 20th - RIMS on the River - Bill Massey is co-ordinating Club 
attendence. Details to follow.

20th. NC MG Car Club's 21st. Anniversary Triangle British Classic. North 
Hills Shopping Center, Raleigh. More info: www.ncmgcarclub.org, or call: 
919-610-7166, or 919-567-2787. 

 27th. Great Scot! British Car Show & Greenville Highland Games. Furman 
University, Greenville, SC. See email for details, registration etc. Web: http://
www.gallabrae.com 

OCTOBER 

7th. Grand Strand British Car Club “Myrtle Beach Britfest 2017”. More info 
later. 

PLEASE NOTE: As always, the dates shown for trips are provisional and 
weather dependent. Confirmation of the event and full details will be sent closer 

to the date. 
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Classic Cars - Class Trophies – Other Awards

Raffle 50/50 - Food - Live Music

WRIGHTSVILLE BEACH PARK

MAY 13th. 2017 10 am – 3.30 pm

More Info. and Registration Form at:

www.bmccf.org

 In Aid of Local Charities

Is Pleased To

Present Our

19th. Annual Car Show 

BMCCF



Hi Folks,
 
Attached is the Task Schedule and crew list for the show, taken from your emails 
and the list taken at the last meeting. Please review and respond, BY RETURN, 
if:
 
• you are not willing to do the assigned task.
 
• you would prefer to do a different task – please specify.
 
• I have made a mistake and you are not volunteering to help.
 
Thanks,
 Eric.

Note: a number of you are committed to carry out the specific task(s) that you do 
for every show and I know this, but I have your name in my master list.

Car Show Chair:   Eric Robinson 910-599-7502

TASK      CREW

Meet at the field at 7:30 

Field Set-up/driver parking  John Adams, Mickey Finn (Organisers)                                        
                                                            Bill Massey,  John Williamson,
      Ritt Schiano George Czerw 
      John Foster,  John Dwight,
      Dwight Davidson, David Ward
      Chet Kuligowski

Coffee & Donuts, Water  Bruce Allcorn, Meritte 
Guthrie      
08:00 onwards

Parking Marshals    Terry Walters (organiser)
Guide drivers to the field and to Laura Walters, Ron Jones,
the trailor parking area   Frank Bernhart,  Ryan Taro
      Judi Mebane*, Sharon Remaly 

Begin 08:30
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Registration     Caryl Finn, Sue Zarutskie, Susie 
Bernt

Fabulous Raffle!
Time is running short until the Car Show.  And our Fabulous Raffle!  Remember, 
this is 100% profit for our club so please participate.

We’ve received some wonderful items, lots of wine and picnic baskets, for 
example, but still need a few to round out the selection.  Here are some 
suggestions – maybe club together with friends on one of the following:                        

          Gift Certificates are always nice – Lowes, Home Depot, restaurants?

          Don’t forget Mom on her day – a massage maybe? Or a mani-pedi?

          Don’t forget to treat your Little British Cars (and the other ones) to a good   

          spring cleaning

We need your wonderful prizes by this weekend.  Call Robin, Beth or Karen and 
we’ll arrange to get them.

Thanks,

Karen Burr   910-256-1289

Robin Ward  910-343-8685

Beth Foster  910-509-0732
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The Peter Burr Award
By Karen Burr

Way back, sometime last winter I think, I said, “Yes, sure, I’ll be glad to judge the 
Best in Show at the Landfall Springfest Car Show.” 

 “No, wait! You want me to pick the car that Peter would choose?  Wow!  
This is going to take some serious thought.”

 Silly me, I had thought it would be easy.  Ha!  With all the beautiful and 
shiny autos beckoning me with their come hither glints, it was far harder than I’d 
ever anticipated.  This one was Really Old but was in wonderful condition.  That 
one was newer and had a most fantastic paint job.  Some I’d seen many times in 
our car club and they were like old friends.  There were fabulous stories behind 
some.  And some brought back old memories of High School and College times.  
Good memories.

 But there was one I kept returning to.  I didn’t know why but maybe Peter 
was steering me there.  I knew the car he’d choose would be one that was 
thoroughly loved, driven lots, and with that worn patina of “original” shining 
through.  And I thought I’d found it.

But what really clinched my decision was something that kept drawing my 
eye – on the front, between a headlamp and the grill was a drip of paint.  A small, 
almost insignificant imperfection, but one that I could easily see on one of the 
many cars that Peter restored over the years.  It was that endearing smear that 
made Russell Gosnell’s lovely red Mercedes 190 SL Best in Show.

 So, Pete chose it.  I just delivered the trophy



 The World's Leading Classic Car News Source

Mini tops British poll 
of best British cars of 

all time
Dave LaChance on Apr 24th, 2017

A poll by British motoring magazine Auto 
Express to determine the 50 best British cars 
of all time has put the classic 1959-2000 Mini 
in the number one spot, edging out the 
Jaguar E-type and the Land Rover Series/
Defender ranges. Those polled included unidentified members of the magazine’s 
staff, as well as 10 “expert” judges from the car manufacturing industry.
“There surely can’t be anyone in Britain whose life hasn’t been touched by a 
Mini,” the magazine says. “Throughout its marathon 41-year production run, the 
car become an icon of British innovation, a fashion accessory and a motorsport 
hero that also brought affordable motoring to the masses.”
In coming up with their choices, the judges were to consider “sales success, 
groundbreaking design and unbeatable performance,” according to the 
magazine. Below are the rest of the top 10. Found among the rest of the ranks 
are the Lotus Elan, at number 12; the Jaguar Mk2 (#22), the Ford Cortina (#26), 
the MGB (#28), the Austin-Healey 3000 (#29), the Jaguar XK120 (#31), the AC 
Ace (#38), the Jaguar XJ6 (#46) and the Triumph Herald (#50).
Making the list: the De Lorean (#20), the Nissan Qashqai (no, really, #11) and the 
Vauxhall Astra Mk 2 (#49), a rebadged Opel Kadett E that was also sold as the 
dreadful Daewoo/Pontiac Le Mans. Not 
making the list: Any Triumph TR, the 
Bentley 4.5-Litre, the Austin Sprite/MG 
Midget and any Allard.

2: 1961-1975 Jaguar E-
type - “Inevitably the iconic E-Type 
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leads the way; it’s a car that helped define the sixties. However, the richness of 
British design can easily be evidenced in the list itself.” – Andy Goss, Global 
sales director, Jaguar Land Rover

3: 1948-2016 Land 
Rover Series / Defender 
ranges - judge’s verdict: “The Land 
Rover really is one of a kind, a true icon of 
British auto history. A car that was in 
production for 67 years, virtually unchanged, 
deserves to be on the podium.” – James 
Disdale, chief reviewer, Auto Express

4: 1963-1965 Aston 
Martin DB5
Judge’s verdict: “The DB5 has to be every 
Englishman’s favourite, thanks to James 
Bond. I also had a wonderful Matchbox toy car 
replica when I was seven years old.” – Duncan 
Aldred, vice president, Global Buick and 
Global GMC

5: 1992-1998 McLaren 
F1
Judge’s verdict: “The Aston Martin DB5, 
Jaguar E-type and Lotus Elan take the top 
spots for pure beauty, style and class. They 
could really be in any order – but the McLaren 
F1 is the car many would love to own.” – 
Graham Hope, editor, Auto Express



6: 1970-1996 Range 
Rover Mk 1
“The Range Rover…could justifiably be 
called the first crossover and luxury SUV.”

7: 1964-1969 Ford 
GT40
“The GT40 was a car fuelled by revenge. 
When Enzo Ferrari scuppered Henry 
Ford’s plans to buy Ferrari in 1963, Ford 
decided to hit the Italians where it hurt 
most – on the race track.”

8: 1957-present 
Caterham / Lotus 7
“Launched in 1957 as a kit car, it proved 
huge fun to drive and offered amazing 
performance from a humble Ford saloon 
car engine.”

9: 1967-1975 Ford 
Escort Mk I
Judge’s verdict: “The Escort brought 
high-performance motoring to the masses, 
and essentially coined the phrase ‘Win on 
Sunday, sell on Monday’.” – Jonathan 
Burn, news editor, Auto Express
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10: 1996-2001 Lotus 
Elise
“The car’s weight was half that of a 
small family model, and it redefined 
sports cars with its exceptional 
dynamics.”

Norman Dewis, OBE – Jaguar Driver and 
Developer – Hall of Fame Inductee
Posted on April 25, 2017 by Michael Carnell in Hall of Fame

Norman Dewis, OBE was the chief test driver and development engineer for 
Jaguar Cars from 1952 to 1985. During his time at Jaguar, he helped develop 
one of the greatest-ever 
upgrades in automotive 
braking, the disc brake, 
which has probably saved 
tens of thousands of lives 
over the years. Dewis, 
along with 23 other 
outstanding individuals, will 
be inducted into the British 
Sports Car Hall of Fame in 
June.



in his 33 year career with Jaguar, he was a key part of the team which developed 
and raced the three-time Le Mans winning D-Type sports racing car; is a member 
of the last surviving all-British Mille Miglia crew; and helped develop some of the 
world’s most important sports cars and saloons in the world including the E-type, 
XK 140/150, 2.4/3.4 and Mk 2 saloons, Mk VII/Mk VIIM, XJ13, XJ-S, and the XJ 
saloons.

Additionally, he raced in the Goodwood 9 Hours and set an amazing 173mph 
production car record at Jabbeke in Belgium with an XK 120. Completing over a 
million test miles at 100mph-plus average, Dewis survived high-speed crashes 
and rollovers in the days before seatbelts – and without ever breaking a single 
bone.

Dewis received the OBE in the Queen’s New Years Honours List in 2015. Sir 
Jackie Stewart, three times Formula One World Champion, said:
Norman Dewis is one of the real characters, not just of the British motor industry 
but also British Motorsport. He’s one of the backroom boys and sometimes they 
don’t get the accolades they should. Her Majesty the Queen and the honours 
office have very much done the right thing in awarding Norman Dewis an OBE.

The Jaguar E-Type Reborn: Jag introduces 
factory restoration for classic XKEs

BRITISH SPORTS CAR LEGEND RETURNS FOR AN 
ENCORE STARTING IN 2017
Sent to us by - George Czerw
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From Autoweek
One of the most recognizable British cars of all time, any Jaguar E-Type still 
draws plenty of looks wherever it goes. The time to get in on the E-Type 
affordably passed some time ago, but Jaguar now plans to "resurrect" the model 
with the E-Type Reborn program: Jaguar will find a handful of E-Types and bring 
them back to the factory for a complete restoration according to original factory 
specs. This Jaguar Classic program kicks off this spring with a pilot batch of 10 
cars. The factory will keep as many of the vehicles' parts as possible and 
manufacture reverse-engineered body panels as needed for the vehicles that it 
plans to restore, using original parts throughout.

"The launch of E-Type Reborn is a hugely exciting development for Jaguar 
Classic," said Tim Hannig, director of Jaguar Land Rover Classic "The E-Type is 
the most iconic sports car of all time, so we are delighted to be able to give new 
life to expertly selected examples for discerning customers around the world to 
own and enjoy. The resources and information available to Jaguar Classic’s 
expert technicians are unrivaled, which results in the most authentic E-Type 
restorations possible."

E-Type Reborn will follow a similar restoration program launched earlier by sister 
marque Land Rover for its Land Rover Series I and Range Rover Classic 
models. The E-Types that Jaguar Classic restores will be offered to regular 
customers after the launch of the program at Techno Classic Essen this April, 
giving Jaguar enthusiasts the opportunity to purchase an original E-Type as it 
would have left the factory more than 50 years ago.
 
Read more: http://autoweek.com/article/classic-cars/jaguar-e-type-will-be-reborn-
launch-factory-restorations#ixzz4fsZJUgpP



The TVR 2500M Isn’t A Great British Car, 
It’s A Universal Example Of A Fun And 

Simple Machine
Sent to us by - George Czerw

Andrew Golseth
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

Staff Writer at Petrolicious

This job has some perks. 
Benefits like getting free adult 
beverages at concours events, 
which—depending on the 
bartender—can turn out to be 
even better than the alternative 
of getting sunburnt staring at 
colossal pre-war cars of 
grandiose stature. The kind of 
machines that were originally 
built for the rich and are still 
exclusively owned by the rich. 
But aside from crashing snooty 
cocktail parties, my favorite thing about this job is driving many, many different 
cars, and cars that I don’t own are the very best because they’re free and offer 
priceless experience which I try to reflect to you in article form for your 
enjoyment. It’s a joyous thing, this mutual motoring relationship.
I say this not to be unnecessarily braggadocious (okay, maybe a tad), but despite 
my extensive wheel time variety, I have a shameful confession to make: I haven’t 
driven many British cars. In fact, I can count on one hand how many classic 
British sports cars I’ve driven. This is odd because there were millions made, 
they’re fairly cheap, and I know a lot of people who own them. So, here’s my 
most recent attempt to make my British car experiences require more than a five 
finger tally.

This 1974 TVR 2500M belongs to my friend Emil Zuccaro, who purchased the 
car from Zappa Racing. This mildly modified TVR is a true driver’s car: the 
suspension and drivetrain have been ironed out and everything is in working 
order. Though the engine has some miles on it, it’s still hot and ready for a good 
time. I told Emil I just loved the looks of this thing, to which he responded, 
grinning, “It drives even better than it looks.”
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To try to back that up, Emil threw me the keys and let me wring out this fussy little 
fiberglass coupe through the Alpine mountainside just east of San Diego. Note: I 
didn’t drive the hell out a friend’s favorite set of weekend wheels because I 
wanted to, I did so because he insisted, and he’s right: driving this car by the 
scruff is really the best way to go.

I found this rowdy redcoat does not want to be driven at half speed. It doesn’t like 
it. It won’t have it. It wants to go fast, even if in reality it can’t go all that fast, it 
wants to best its attempt at speeding. But that’s not to say this car is slow either
—this isn’t some super sensual Jaguar or hoity-toity Rolls. Affordable, fun, and 
do-it-yourself friendly, this is your average bloke’s British sports car. This car is a 
bastard. It’s a lightweight pub-brawler not afraid to swing above its weight class. 
On paper, the TVR doesn’t sound all that impressive. 2,000 pounds and 100 tired 
horsepower aren’t generally figures to fret about, but I quickly learned that my 
assumption that this car would be a flimsy mess was undeserved. I couldn’t have 
been more off the mark.

In spite of its lightweight plastic-fantastic construction, the fiberglass hull in 
tandem with the tube frame chassis is taut. It feels solid… very solid. Shutting the 
door requires a hefty pull, and the resultant clunk isn’t the chintzy brittle fiber 
crunch I expected. It not only drives solid, it just feels that way too. It’s also 
unique looking and people do take notice. In my rather brief drive, I ran across 
several perplexed onlookers who were clueless but curious as to what it was. 
They all looked even more confused when I told them it was a TVR, as if I had 
just sarcastically made up the name. Uncultured Americans. Being old and 
British, it’s got some quirks that TVR owners chalk up as charm.

For instance, the front clamshell doesn’t fully open forward unless the front 
wheels are elevated—though, this is apparently only the case when equipped 
with this optional wheel and tire combo. Speaking of wheels, how slick are these 
polished Wolfrace Slot Mag five-spokes? They fit this oh-so-‘70s design so well, 
and give a stark contrast to the otherwise red and black accented finish.

The profile isn’t the most elegant shape, but its sporty enough, and the fascia 
more than makes up for any other visual shortcomings. It’s no chipper Austin 
Healey Sprite’s mug, but its bottom feeder fish face is my favorite aesthetic—it 
manages to look far wider than it’s actual five-foot-wide track. The lid has a vinyl 
sunroof insert that is easy to remove for some added airflow, which is certainly 
welcome with no air conditioning aboard. But the biggest quirk is the massive 
fishbowl-like rear greenhouse that’d even make the 911 Targa jealous. It’s 
enormous. Something you really can’t grasp until standing at the ass end of the 
car peering in through it. I imagine it’s the heaviest panel on the entire car—



perhaps its weight is why there’s no rear hatch? It’s also worth mentioning the 
hood bonnet Naca ducts are functional, as are the gills on the fenders. But 
enough about its design and awkward aspects, what’s it like to drive?

Well, once you clumsily climb through the microwave-sized door, which Emil 
admits was easier to enter in his earlier years, you fall into a nicely padded soft 
bucket. The controls are all right there. The pedal assembly is straight in front of 
you, not off-center like so many competitors of the era. The steering wheel is 
worthy of the highest praise—it might not be the most beautiful of all time, but it’d 
please the Goldilocks bears. It’s not too big, it’s not too small, it’s jussst right. The 
diameter and thickness of the rim is spot on. There are no fancy grooves or cuts 
in it either; none of those superficial “performance enhancing” features. It’s just a 
perfectly sized, perfectly meaty, leather-wrapped wheel. Which brings me to the 
final touch point: the shifter.

The transmission tunnel is rather tall, so for people with ape arms like myself, 
your right forearm lies comfortably atop the funky colored carpet. The short lever 
is topped with a wine cork worn wooden knob that is perfectly situated at center. 
Here’s the real shocker: this car has the absolute best shifter I’ve ever had the 
pleasure to operate—more on that in a minute.

Right before my first go at motion, I jiggle the key into the center console-
mounted ignition tumbler, turn over the Triumph-derived 2.5-liter inline-six, and 
after some time spent whirling the starter and pegging the gas pedal, it fires and 
sends a bassy idle into the immediate area. After depressing the handbrake’s 
chrome-topped disengagement cap, I sink the clutch and notch the lever into 
first. With the slightest application of throttle, the car rolls. Light on its feet, the 
only time you notice the lack of power steering is from a dig. Moving under load, 
this car is loud, very loud, but not raspy. It’s more burly—a noise Emil tells me the 
neighbors love, especially at 7AM like this particular morning.

We poorly attempt to get out of the suburb quietly before hitting the first bends. A 
series of long, medium-paced turns with blind corners wasn’t where I wanted to 
open it up, at least not right out of the gate. I take it cautiously. We hit the 
highway heading towards my planned photo location, and I get it up to speed 
quickly down the onramp, merge confidently thanks to the nearly unbroken 360-
degree visibility, and slot the shifter into 4th.

Emil reminds me that the overdrive is on the column, the first I’ve ever 
experienced. Sure enough, just below the turn indicator stalk, there’s the 
overdrive stick. I push it down and the engine drops enough rpm audio toward 
decibel levels where we can almost chat without shouting at each other—did I 
mention it’s quite prone to droning?

21



At this point, I’m still not really comfortable with the controls. Everything seems 
easy enough to operate, but I’m struggling to make seamless shifts, smooth 
braking, and linear acceleration. It’s all jumpy and jerky. This is when Emil points 
out that the car needs to be driven with enthusiasm. Trying to putt around is 
tricky. Nothing wants to cooperate when driving it lazily.

So, once off the highway, I give it some more throttle, quicken my shifts, and 
everything magically clicks. It’s as simple as that. As soon as I stopped 
pussyfooting the car, it behaved. The twin HS-6 SU carbs do not want to be 
feathered for wheezy hits of oxygen, they want to inhale deeply and deliberately. 
The carburetors are either on or off; don’t bother with anything in between. 
Building momentum trough the switchbacks, the steering really comes to life. 
There’s honest feedback coming through that perfect helm and the car feels 
secure. Again, I thought this car would be gutless; a flimsy go-kart with floaty feel, 
but this is not the case.

I may not have driven many British cars, but that doesn’t mean I don’t know what 
a special one feels like. I’ve driven enough automobiles to differentiate a good 
one from a bad one and this is one of the better I’ve driven. Not in terms of build 
quality, though even that’s not bad, and not in terms of sheer speed, though 
that’s not bad either considering the figures, but as an entire experience. This car 
bakes the cake, lights the candle for a wish, and lets you eat the whole damn 
thing.

It’s just the sweetest treat to indulge in, especially that little gear lever. There are 
no games in the way it shifts, but you have to be intentional in your selection: if 
you hesitate or shift too slowly, it feels average at best, but when you change 
gears with gusto it’s the most rewarding stick shift you’ll ever experience. Bold 
statement, I know. But it’s true. Everything else about the way it drives is splendid 
as well. The steering is weighted and is a joy to control through that thickset 
wheel, the brakes work well, and the car accelerates eagerly. Even the noises it 
makes, while not something you’d want to tolerate everyday, are undeniably 
amusing. The suspension has a darty feel but it’s more fun than hair-raising. But 
that shifter feeling: it’s just the most standout feature on this entire car.

We made it to our photoshoot location, and after 10 minutes parked along the 
Lake Jennings front road we were booted out by park rangers—but not before 
they complimented the car. On our way out, two disgusted ladies powerwalked 
by us, protesting, “Slow down, the speed limit is 15 miles per hour!” Taken back, I 
look down to the speedometer reading… 15 miles per hour. Apparently the low, 
loud, and very red sports car appears faster than it is.



So, what have I learned driving a TVR 2500M? Well, for starters, I need to drive 
more British sports cars. Perhaps they’re not the most reliable and, yes, I did 
reek of charred oil after a morning drive’s-worth of exhaust blow-by wafting into 
the cabin. But here’s the secret British car guys already know: these cars are 
relatively inexpensive and, for the money, I’m convinced you’re not going to get 
more smile-per-dollar in any other classic car segment.

So, if you’re in California and have a classic British sports car you think I need to 
mull over, you can email me or find me at the next concours—I will likely be in, or 
trying to sneak into, the cocktail lounge.

Morgan - All Hand Made
Sent to us by - Paul Clarkson

The Morgan Motor Company located in 
Britain doesn’t change in a changing world.
Not only is it still independent, but it also 
makes each car by hand. A base model is 
about $44,000, with some cars costing up to 
$300,000. People wait over one year to get 
their exclusive hand-built cars with the 
shells made out of medal and much of the 
vehicle made out of wood. Working on the 
wood interior, workers use metal shears to 
individually shape a hood because each car 
has to be different.

Every year Morgan produces about 600 
cars. The company celebrated its 100th 
anniversary in 2011. It has a long and 
interesting history and is still run by the 
same family: The Morgans. Founded by 
Henry Fredrick Stanley Morgan known as 
“HFS”, it was then run by his son Peter, and 
is now run by Charles, the son of Peter 
Morgan.

(More Pictures on following page)
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BMCCF - Classified Ads:

Selling British car items at your show - I am writing to ask if your organization 
would allow me to display several items for sale relating to British cars at your 
upcoming car show in May. Some background information: my sister's husband, 
who passed away last November at the age of 75, collected many items relating 
to British cars over the years. He worked at dealerships that sold Jaguars, MGs, 
Triumphs, and Austin Healeys. He also owned cars such as a TVR Vixen, 
Triumph TR-7, MGs, and an Austin Marina.

Items for sale include: shop manuals, model year updates for certain Jaguar 
production years, illustrated history books, sales brochures, parts catalogs, 
dealership signs, spec sheets, and other odds and ends.

Request for Help - Hello, I am the proud owner of a 1973 Morris 1000 that has 
seen better days.  I rescued it from a backyard with the intent of restoring it.  This 
to relive my fond memories of my 1959 Morris 850 that I installed a modified MG 
1100 drive train in and terrorized the 912 Porsches in Los Angeles in the late 
1960’s.  Alas I have not proven to be a good guardian and it has now sat in my 
backyard for several years.  The car ran and the body is remarkably rust free but 
a misguided attempt to install Honda disc brakes by a previous owner left it 
undriveable and after time with master cylinder issues. 

 To cut to the chase at 70 I am not equipped to finish the project and am looking 
for a British car enthusiast who might be willing to do the job for a reasonable fee 
and parts.  I am willing to front for a new disc brake setup and whatever else 
need replacing. Then I would have the credentials to join your fine organization.  
To my regret I sold my last British car several years ago;  It was of Irish decent.  
Any help you could provide in this quest would be most appreciated. 
Sincerely, George Haskell 
in Carolina Beach 910 798 9395 and this address or gbhaskell@juno.com
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BMCCF - Classified Information:
 
BMCCF Regalia - Ralph Jannelli  - 704.351.0864  (BMCCF Shirts & Hats)
http://www.fourth-gear-ltd.com

BMCCF NAME TAGS 
Official BMCCF name tags are required at all events or when 
you are representing the club. 
Originally ordered name tags are now available from John Moore
 $5.50  Pin Clasp $8.00  Magnet Clasp 

AUTOWORKS, INC.  Foreign & Domestic Auto Specialists 
We service all types of vehicles   From 1950’s to Present Day 
Emissions Testing, Front end alignment  A/C repair 
Carl Wilson (910) 791-5074 
202 Antilles Ct. ( In Dutch Square industrial park ) 
Wilmington, NC 28405 
 Free Advice to BMCCF Members 

Happy Motoring
from your

Editorial Staff


