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Regular Meetings are the 
3rd Thursday of each 
month unless otherwise 
posted.
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Temptations
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President’s Message:
A couple of weeks ago I paid a visit to Brunswick 
Forest and discussed some options with one of 
their representatives.  They are interested in having
various car clubs making use of their facilities.  I 
viewed the restaurant they have associated with 
their golf course and found it to be quite nice.
They are willing to accommodate us for either a 
breakfast or lunch meeting and seemed willing to 
be flexible as our needs dictate.  In addition, they
offer use of a parking area near the front of the 
community where the shops are if we ever want to 
hold a mini car show there for a charitable event;
they would market the show within the community 
which has around 1300 families.  I plan to discuss 
this at our next club meeting.
In other news club member George Czerw 
experienced some difficulty in obtaining shirts 
from CSI for the people going to Europe; I was 
copied in on some emailexchanges and based 
upon what I read I have spoken with a 
representative of  an alternate vendor called Fourth 
Gear that George had identified. Fourth Gear does 
club regalia for a variety of clubs and offers a great 
deal of flexibility, their website is www.fourth-
gear-ltd.com. George has arranged for the people 
going to Europe to purchase their shirts from them 
and I intend to establish them as our club regalia 
vendor.  My thanks to George for finding this 
vendor; I will provide more information at our next 
Club meeting.                                           Steve
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BMCCF - Minutes
Temptations, a.k.a. the BMCCF Club House

April 16th  2015

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 by President Steve 
Donatone.  

23 dedicated car lovers attended the meeting.  4 of those folks 
are either new club members or came to the meeting to check 
things out.  Come to the meeting in May and maybe you will see 
some new faces!
  
The minutes of the March meeting were approved by acclimation. 

Steve introduced Chuck Yaffie, a new member, who has a ’76 MGB.  Chuck hails from 
Rochester, NY but now lives in Brunswick County.

Also visiting/new members are Mary and Michael Brewer who live in High Point and 
Wrightsville Beach.  They have a lovely XKR 2000 Jaguar.   Welcome, welcome.

Eric Robertson discussed the car show preparations which are on track.  All committee 
head positions are full with experienced, conscientious individuals.  The host hotel has 
been selected, the pre-show party location has been finalized, the team continues to work 
on the layout, and the car show registration form is on the BMCCF web site. 

At this point, the meeting was joined by yet another new face – Charles Washington who 
has a ’74 Midget.  Welcome to you, Charles!

Steve talked about the recent Beaufort trip.  The weather cooperated both down and back.  
We stopped in Swansboro on the way and were met by a couple who live in Swansboro 
who have a 1952 TD.  Always fun to meet and chat with fellow enthusiasts.  
Unfortunately, when they followed us into Beaufort, the fan belt broke but the “medics” 
took care of that and the car is fine now.
On Friday night there was a cocktail party with plenty of food, beverage and fun.  
Saturday the group took a double-decker London bus tour of Beaufort with pictures 
afterwards. Walt and Judy Mebane’s son in Connecticut was in a motorcycle accident so 
Walt and Judy left on Saturday to be with him.  The wonderful news is that their son was 
not hurt seriously and is expected to recover fully.
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John Moore and several other club members were in Shelton for their big show so Steve 
delivered the Treasurer’s report.  $8,125 in the treasury.

Steve has been in touch with Brandy Jones at Brunswick Forest to explore a breakfast 
meeting there, perhaps in May or June.  More from Steve on that later.

Peter Burr is coordinating the Landfall charity car show on Saturday, April 25th.  Contact 
Pete for information.

Eric provided details on other upcoming events.  There is a Cinco de Mayo party at the 
Berndts on Sunday, May 3rd.  See the flyer for details and please RSVP.  Fun, food, 
beverages – is there a pattern here with club activities? – and the Rusty Bumpers!

Rims on the River is coming up on May 16th with Bill Massey coordinating.  Cost: $10 
which you need to get to Bill by May 10th.

Eric is exploring routes for a breakfast/lunch run before the intrepid European travelers 
leave for England on May 20th.  More on this from Eric.

Merritt Guthrie rose to thank the club for a condolence card when his mother died 
recently.  Merritt said the card meant a lot to his family.  Steve re-iterated that if there are 
situations (sad or happy) that you would like the club members to be aware of, please let 
him know so he can share appropriately.
 
 Steve adjourned the meeting at 7:20 PM

Respectfully submitted;   Pam McMahon

BMCCF Calendar 
of Events 

  MAY 
3rd -Cinco de Mayo  - We will be celebrating it at the 
Casa de Berndt on Sunday, May 3 from 1 - 5 PM.  We 
will be providing our favorite Mexican dish, margueritas and Mexican cerveza! 

3



All those planning on attending are invited to bring their favorite Mexican 
dish and lawn chairs to enjoy the sounds of the Rusty Bumpers! More details to 
follow as plans solidify.  We'll keep you posted!    Ray & Susie Berndt

 

21st. Monthly Club Meeting @ TEMPTATIONS EVERYDAY GOURMET 7.00 pm. 

15-17th. 'RIMS ON THE RIVER' Front Street, Wilmington
info: www.rimsontheriver.com (Bill Massey usually co-ordinates, watch for info). 

21st. Monthly Club Meeting @ TEMPTATIONS EVERYDAY GOURMET 7.00 pm. 

23rd. AACA Spring Meet at the Battleship North Carolina Memorial Park. 
Registration between 8:00 – 11:00 AM. Dash Plaques all entrants. Judging 
begins @ 3:00 PM. 

JUNE 

12th.-23rd. 'The Vintage Motor Car” England's Automobile Heritage. Tour to 
visit museums, current and historic car manufacturing sites in England. 

18th. Monthly Club Meeting @ TEMPTATIONS EVERYDAY GOURMET 7.00 pm. 

JULY 

16th. Monthly Club Meeting @ TEMPTATIONS EVERYDAY GOURMET 7.00 pm. 

16-19th. 'Head for the Mountains' Carolina Jaguar Club Concours Event. 
Little Switzerland NC. Contact: Gregg Gaylard 919-270-1406 

AUGUST

20th. Monthly Club Meeting @ TEMPTATIONS EVERYDAY GOURMET 7.00 pm. 

SEPTEMBER

17th. Monthly Club Meeting @ TEMPTATIONS EVERYDAY GOURMET 7.00 pm. 

26th. BMCCF Club Annual Car Show, Wrightsville Beach Park           
(full details in due course).  
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My name is Melody Strickland and I work for the City of Jacksonville 
Recreation and Parks Department.  We are having our Annual Jacksonville 
Jamboree on Saturday, May 2, 2015.  This year we are adding a Car Show to 
the schedule of events and I was hoping you might be able to help us get this 
information out to your club members.
I have attached a flyer with all of the information.  Should you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
 
Thanks for any assistance you can give us!
 
Melody Strickland
Athletic Program Supervisor
Jacksonville Recreation & Parks Dept.
P.O. Box 128
Jacksonville, NC  28541
 (910)938-5304

mstrickland@jacksonvillenc.gov
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Car Show 
May 2 

Jacksonville Commons Complex 

Rain or 
Shine  

JacksonvilleJamboree.com 

FRIDAY, MAY 1 
6PM               Youth Basketball Tournament begins 
  Commons Recreation Center 
 

SATURDAY, MAY 2 
9AM    Youth Basketball Tournament 
  Adult Softball Tournament 
 

10AM  Car Show registration opens 
  Vendor area opens 
  Amusement Rides opens 
  Food Court area opens 
 

11AM  Marine Corps Band performs  
  Car Show Voting begins 
 

NOON  “Freeway” performs 
 

1PM  Jacksonville’s Got Talent Show 
 
3PM  Car Show Voting closes 
  “EPITOME” performs 
4PM  Car Show Awards presentation 
 
4:30PM  “Dance Candy” performs 
 
6PM  Vendor area closes 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Brought to you by: 
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EAA CHAPTER 297 INVITES US TO BRING OUR CARS 

TO THEIR SPRING FLY-IN AT THE STAG AIR PARK IN BURGAW

8:15 Meet at the Food Lion car park in Hampstead

OYEZ! OYEZ! OYEZ!

UPCOMING EVENT NEWS
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WHEN: SATURDAY, May 16. TIME: 9:00 AM.

OUR BRITISH MOTOR CAR CLUB WILL PARK TOGETHER, IN FRONT OF FAT TONY’S.

WE SHOULD AIM TO HAVE AT LEAST 20 CARS ENTERED. 

Those planning to attend must email Bill at: wmassey3@ec.rr.com

latest May 10, with the following info: NAME, CAR MODEL, YEAR

Bill will submit the Club applications as a group and will put up the $10 per car registration fee,

 so please bring your $10 to him at the April meeting, or a previous event, it will be greatly

appreciated. If not, you can pay him at the event.

We will meet at a location, yet to be determined, and drive into the show, bypassing

registration, and park as a group.

For full event information go to: http://www.rimsontheriver.com/

 DO NOT MISS THIS EVENT - THE WEATHER HAS BEEN GUARANTEED!! 

BE THERE - E-MAIL BILL!

OYEZ! OYEZ! OYEZ!

UPCOMING EVENT NEWS

11TH. 

ANNUAL EVENT 

MAY 15 – 17

DOWNTOWN

WILMINGTON



The Grand Strand British Car Club would like to thank you 
for your past support of our car shows and wish to extend to 
you a special invitation to attend our Third Annual Myrtle 
Bach Britfest 2015 Car Show to be held on Saturday, 
October 3, 2015 at The Market Common of Myrtle Beach!

The Myrtle Beach Britfest 2015 will be held at The Market 
Common (former Myrtle Beach Air Force Base) located on 
Farrow Parkway between Highway 17 Business and Highway 
17 By-Pass in Myrtle Beach.  In addition to all of the beautiful 
British cars, only a block away is The Market Common which 
boasts lots of shops, restaurants and a cinema so your 
weekend will be packed with fun for everyone!

Dash Plaques will be given to all early registration entrants and will be 
available for some late and “day-of” registrations.  Award Plaques or Trophies 
will be presented to winners in each class.  A Special Award for the entry with 
the “Best Picnic Presentation” will be given.  Special “Britfest” t-shirts will also 
be available.  Food vendors, restrooms, local restaurants, and shopping are 
available nearby all day!

Event Agenda for Saturday, Oct. 3, 2015:

9:00 - 11:00 am Show Field Open & Late Registration

1:30 pm Popular Voting Ends & Vote Tally Begins

2:30 pm Awards Presentation, Raffles, Etc.

Off-Road Trailer Parking will be available next to the show field.

If you would like to show off your British automotive beauty, then you need to 
fill out and mail a registration form today.  Early registrations by Sep. 15 are 
$25 first car entered plus $15 for each additional car entered. Late registrations 
after Sep. 15 are $30 first car entered and $15 for each additional car entered.  
There are over 40 classes from which to choose.  Register early and plan to stay 
all weekend to soak up the fun!

For more information contact Rod Smith, Myrtle Beach Britfest Committee 
Chairman, at jrodsmith@yahoo.com or tel. (843) 651-7644.  Or visit our 

website at www.GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com.  This will be a fantastic event, 
and we would hate for anyone to miss out on the fun!
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The Kastner Cup 2015
sent to us by Rob Deanes (BMCCF Speed Racer)
 
With the drop of the green flag for the 2015 Kastner Cup 
quickly approaching, the angst builds. This will be an event 
to excite the senses of Triumph lovers throughout the area 
and promises to be an experience of epic proportions. 
Nothing short of life altering.
 
The Details:
 
Kastner Cup 2015/Jefferson 500 Race Weekend
May 14th – May 17th, 2015
Summit Point Motorsports Park, Summit Point, West Virginia
Held in conjunction with the ever famous Jefferson 500 
vintage race weekend brought to you by VRG (Vintage 
Racing Group), the Kastner Cup is an exclusive race for 
Triumph or Triumph powered vintage race prepared cars. Special guest of 
honor Kas Kastner himself will make the decision of who will be subjugator of 
such a coveted prize as the Kastner Cup. His selection for the Kastner Cup 
champion is based on track performance, presentation of the car, and 
enthusiasm in vintage racing and not necessarily the race winner. The 
champion is announced directly after the Kastner Cup’s checkered flag is 
brandished.
 
The Jefferson 500:
 
The Jefferson 500 race weekend promises to be packed full of vintage racing 
and festivities. This year’s Grand Marshal is Brian Redman. The Jefferson 500 
has evolved into one of the most respected vintage races in the Northeast. For 
the past 20 years, it has consistently fielded 200 plus vintage racers eager to 
bask in the excitement that the Summit Point Circuit provides with upwards of 8 
race groups. Triumphs are the featured Marque for the weekend, feeling right 
at home on this curvilineal raceway. If you are a racer and want to take 
advantage of the FREE open practice day (Thursday, May 14th), register on or 
before April 18th
 
So far, registered entries for the Kastner Cup are as follows:
4- TR3s, 12- TR4s, 2- TR250s, 6- TR6s, 9- GT6s, 15- Spitfires, 1- Herald, and 
1- Peerless (Triumph powered)
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There are also performance based awards brought to you by Snook’s Dream 
Cars in the form of an exquisite beer stein with engraved classes on each 
award.
 
Specials/Triumph Powered
Triumph Sedans
Spitfire
GT6
TR3
TR4
TR250/5/6
 
A new addition to the prestigious class awards that adds a new element of 
competition, and arguably the most important performance based award (aside 
from the Kastner Cup itself) is
 
The Peggy Kastner Award
 
This one is new to the award list and promises to be the prize that all the racers 
want. We all want to impress the ladies, but to impress the first lady of 
Triumph, the racers really need to be dressed to impress, bring their finest 
skills, and perform with all the right stuff. I imagine this award will not be an 
easy one to win.
If you are a spectator, there are many attractions to add to the vintage racing 
festivities. Starting with up close and personal “old school” facilities with great 
points of view from just about every angle, full access to the pits, cars, and 
racers, ample camping at the track, and of course an accompanying car show 
brought to you by Country Roads Car Club held in the backdrop of the 1.7 mile 
Summit Point Circuit.
 
Fourth Annual Country Roads Car Club Car Show
 
May 16th, 2015 10:00 – 4:00
$15.00 Registration fee and track access through Gate #2
There are coordinated lunchtime charity laps for the road cars in attendance. 
Three laps on track at noon for car show participants only. The cost is $10.00 
with proceeds benefitting High Performance Heroes wounded Veterans team. A 
50/50 drawing benefits Panhandle Free Clinic. Contact Chuck Tilley at the car 
show registration booth at Gate #2 for details. There will be a Triumph section 
at the car show as well. A great place to meet if you are in an area club. 
Expected are Triumph and British car clubs from many states around the area 
and all over the US.
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Any other info needed can be found at these links:
www.kaskastner.com 
Summit Point Motorsports Park - http://summitpoint-raceway.com/
Vintage Racing Group - http://www.vrgonline.org/ registration, schedules, 
event info
Country Roads Car Club - http://www.countryroadscc.com/ car show info and 
registration
Event Questions and Info - Kastner15@icloud.com email Scott Janzen
Snook’s Dream Cars - http://www.snooksdreamcars.com
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Largest private museum in the U.K. closes, 
to auction off its collection

Hemmings Daily

When engineer John Saunders died in 2013, he left behind three children, 
10 grandchildren and the largest private museum in the United Kingdom. 
For two years, those trusted with the care of the museum tried to keep it 
open, but flagging attendance forced them to shut it down this week and 
consign the entire 400-plus-vehicle collection to auction.
Started in 1994 in a former garden center in Bedfordshire, just north of 
London, the Stondon Motor Museum contained a diverse array of 
vehicles, from the expected Routemaster double-decker bus and dozens 
of British cars from the 1950s and 1960s to Russian military trucks, 
European microcars, a Tuk Tuk taxi and even a tank. The collection 
appeared to have no central theme other than what caught the eye of 
Saunders, whose career ranged from designing and building amphibious 
campers to selling plastic greenhouses.
Museum curator Maureen Hird told a local newspaper that the museum 
staff tried applying for grants to keep the museum open, but its requests 
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were denied. “Once we’ve paid the rent and the rates, it doesn’t leave 
much,” she said.

   

Cars of the Stondon Motor Museum collection. From left, Fiat 500-based 
Impala, Replicar Cursor, Volvo Snocat Bandvagn, Green Griffin road roller. 
Photos courtesy Brightwells.
The museum officially closed April 6 and will send its collection to 
auction in two waves. The first, scheduled for April 29, will include most 
of the museum’s 60-plus motorcycle collection, which includes 
everything from a Norton Commando to a Russian VYPABEU three-
wheeled pickup. The second, scheduled for June 10, will auction off the 
balance of the collection, which includes the aforementioned double-
decker bus and Tuk Tuk as well as some even odder vehicles, including a 
circa 1970 Fiat 500-based Impala, a Volvo Snocat Bandvagn tracked 
military vehicle, a pair of Replicar Cursors and a 1967 Green Griffin road 
roller.
All of the vehicles from the museum’s collection will sell at no reserve. 
Both auctions will take place at the Brightwells auction site in Leominster, 
Herefordshire. For more information, visit Brightwells.com.
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Non-ethanol Fuel
David R. Kotok

I stopped at a local Sarasota Sunoco gas station yesterday to fill up my car. A 
sign read “Non-ethanol fuel for sale here.” The pump was off to one side and 
did not have an automated payment mechanism. But it was there, and that is 
something new in and of itself.
 
The price difference between the non-ethanol fuel and the ethanol 10% or more 
fuel, at roughly the same octane rating, was $0.37 per gallon. So I was offered a 
market-based, apples-to-apples comparison in terms of price and octane.
 
My Hyundai dealer says that buying the non-ethanol fuel will extend the life of 
my car’s engine. I drive a Genesis and like the car a lot. The dealer recommends 
paying the higher gas price in exchange for better-operating machinery. Others 
who have boats or mowers say the same. They despise ethanol because it is 
caustic to their machines. I cannot find a single person who says ethanol 
improves operating efficiency or engine durability.
 
As I filled the gas tank with non-ethanol fuel, I asked myself, “Is this price 
differential also a metaphor for the subsidy that the United States of America 
and its taxpayers have been providing to the ethanol political lobby for years?” 
Some of the ethanol subsidies were direct cash payments as high as 51 cents 
per gallon. Some have been eliminated, but other forms of ethanol mandates 
still exist. Does the $0.37 per gallon price difference reflect an embedded 
industrial complexity that has now more or less permanently altered the pricing 
structure?
 
If every sort of ethanol subsidy were repealed and there were zero subsidies in 
any form, would ethanol exist? It appears that the answer is no.
 
This is not the first time my car has been filled with non-ethanol fuel. It will not 
be the last time, either. I’m not opting for non-ethanol fuel to protest a lousy 
policy, although that might be an acceptable motivation. I’m electing to use 
non-ethanol fuel because it is better for my automobile. 
 
I believe that ethanol is one of the sickest political diseases fostered by the 
United States, with impacts throughout the world. Our federal budget statistics 
show that billions of dollars have been expended to subsidize ethanol. Our 
politicians campaign early in Iowa out of fear for the Iowa corn farmer. Those 
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scurrilous politicians will do whatever they can to placate farmers who are 
looking for preservation of ethanol policy so they can enjoy a subsidy paid for 
by the rest of us.
 
So here is a three-part challenge. First, consult the person who maintains your 
vehicle’s engine and ask about the perils of using ethanol-laced gasoline. 
Satisfy yourself that those perils are real.
 
Second, consult with those who in the past few years have gone hungry because 
of what has happened with food prices due to our American ethanol policy. The 
impacts may not be as extreme today, but they have been in the past. In my 
personal experience in Zambia with a Global Interdependence Center worldwide 
food and water program, I saw maize-based economies suffer huge food-price 
inflation caused by the ethanol policy created in Washington, DC. At its peak, 
the ethanol policy of the US starved millions of poor people around the world.
 
Third, let’s look for truth in politics. Now I immediately admit that this is a 
tough thing to find. But we have a clear metric now. Let’s see what the 
presidential candidates say when they visit Iowa. Will they talk about ethanol 
policy or be silent? Will they support subsidies to fatten the “Ag” giants at the 
expense of the rest of us? We have a metric now.
 
My gas tank is filled with non-ethanol fuel. It cost me $0.37 per gallon more 
than the ethanol fuel. My engine runs better, and I now have a reminder at the 
gas pump to think about my vote and actions as a citizen. And I have a metric 
to measure the actual cost difference and the translation of a macro-subsidy to 
the retail price of ethanol vs. non-ethanol gasoline.
 
At least I now have a choice and can avoid ethanol toxicity. In years past I had 
no choice. 
 

This came to us from an Investment Advisor
I thought you may enjoy hearing this from an economist

or not.
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1971 Triumph TR-6 Project 
 by John Foster

See four (4) images attached

Some of the items accomplished are:

a. installed three (3) 12V DC relays rated @ 
20 amps each, two used for H/L low & high 
beams and one for pre- oil accumulator 
valve/ign. coil circuit.

b. installed 2 qt. Accusump oil accumulator 
system (includes high temp. 12 VDC N/C valve, male run tee, 
etc.) to eliminate engine "dry start" condition. Over 90% of all 
internal engine component wear happens in the first 5-10 
seconds before oil pressure reaches bearings, etc. When ign. 
key turned to run position, 12 VDC valve opens allowing 40 PSI 
oil stored inside accum. to flow to main oil galley feeding rod/
cam bearings, etc., etc.  Mechanical oil pressure gage on 
dashboard will register oil pressure in engine; then ign. key 
turned to start engine. While idling/driving, engine oil pump 
lubricates engine as normal & re-charges accum. to a full 
condition ; turn off engine, 12VDC valve closes and "traps" 
pressurized oil inside accum. ready for next engine operation start 
cycle.  

c. used Herculiner, a urethane based truck 
bed liner to coat inside surface of new-old-
stock factory front fenders ensuring many 
years of rust free life. This stuff is incredibly 
chip/abrasion resistant & tenacious. I also 
used it on my Ferrari replica project.
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d. Repaired rear fender dog-leg area w/new steel pieces - 
Thanks to Steve Studer for TIG welding

e. installed emergency hood opening cable - this eliminates having to use 
a crowbar to open hood after the regular hood cable breaks, which is a 
common occurrence.
f. ordered new windshield glass & rubber seals, floor mats, etc.

MORE BUSTED PROJECTS WELCOME

Show us your project
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Jaguar fans: “E-type Essentials,” 
the first Hemmings e-book

 

now available for purchase
Do you have a passion for the Jaguar E-type? Would you like to learn 
more about the car’s history, read drive reports and comb through 
restoration profiles, as published over the years in the pages of 
Hemmings Sports & Exotic Car? For readers with an Apple iPad, Jaguar E-
type Essentials is now available in the Apple iTunes app store.
The interactive e-book contains stories on the E-type’s evolution, 
including the men behind the car’s development; a buyer’s guide specific 
to 1961-1970 E-types; a buyer’s guide specific to 1971-1974 models; E-
type drive reports; owner’s tales; vintage ads; an E-type restoration 
profile, specialist profiles on shops specializing in E-types; a list of E-
type parts suppliers and an in-depth look at the Series I and II’s twin-
cam, inline six-cylinder engine.
Interested? Head on over to the iTunes app store, where you’ll find it for 
just $4.99.
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Window Shopper: Triumph Spitfire
by Tom Suddard - Classic Motorsports

The Triumph Spitfire is an enthusiast’s dream: beautiful Italian lines, perfect 
driving position and tremendous aftermarket support. Group 44 Inc. and others 
made the Spitfire a winner on track. Despite all this, the Spitfire still represents a 
bargain in our world. You can easily find a nice one for $5000 or less.
Spitfire fans know the truth: This is a revolutionary machine. Look back at 1962, 
the year of its debut. While other sports cars were still relying upon side curtains 
and solid rear axles, the Spitfire sported windup windows, independent rear 
suspension and front disc brakes.
What hurt the Spitfire? Some bad press. The early cars were dinged because 
their swing axle rear suspension could allow the inside tire to tuck underneath. 
Fortunately a camber compensator solved that issue. It’s an easy aftermarket 
bolt-on that eventually became standard equipment.
Spitfire production lasted all the way until 1980–the end of the era for British 
sports cars– and Triumph made plenty of changes along the way. The original 
Spitfire received a 1147cc engine that produced 63 horsepower, and for 1967 
displacement increased to 1296cc.
Engine size didn’t increase for 1970, but the body received a facelift that year. 
Giovanni Michelotti freshened his original design, removing the seams found 
atop each front fender and squaring off the body’s rear end.
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The next big change came for 1974. By now Triumph and MG were kissing 
cousins, and the Spitfire would receive the same 1496cc engine found in the MG 
Midget. Also like the Midget, black plastic bumpers were bolted to both ends of 
the body. In the Triumph’s case, though, they didn’t appear until 1979.
Despite all of the engine upgrades, emissions regulations always seemed to 
keep performance in check. The Spitfire never produced gigantic horsepower 
numbers–engine output was usually closer to 50 horsepower than even 100.
What the Spitfire delivered, both then and now, was open-air fun in a simple, 
pretty package that has always been within grasp of the average enthusiast.

Shopping Advice
Nigel Cosh owns a company called SpitBits, and they specialize in one thing: 
Triumph Spitfires.
Thrust washers are a common problem. Pull back and forth on the crank pulley 
to identify excess movement–0.006 inch is perfect.
Reverse gear teeth get damaged on the single-rail gearboxes (1975-’80) due to 
previous owners not engaging reverse correctly. This can end up costing quite a 
bit of money, as the lay gear can get damaged along with the first and second 
synchro gear. (Luckily, SpitBits had these parts remade.) Rust is probably one of 
the biggest problems on a Spitfire.
Rust in the front floor pans from water leakage around the brake and clutch 
master cylinder openings is very common, along with rust in the rockers. Rust in 
the bottom of the windshield frame on the Mk4 and 1500 cars can be very hard 
and expensive to repair.
Also check for sagging doors. A sagging door could be due to just worn hinge 
pins, but it also could indicate severe rot in the lower A-post/bulkhead.
Accident damage, especially on the front, can be a huge problem. Inspect the 
bonnet for damage and ensure that the gaps between the bonnet and doors/
rocker panels are equal and aligned. Also check the bonnet- to-valance 
alignment. Remember to inspect the frame for damage or kinks, especially in 
front of the suspension towers. Look for uneven or excessive use of suspension 
adjusting shims.
Interiors generally rot pretty badly. Check the seats and seat tracks for operation 
and structural integrity by operating both the forward/aft movement and the 
recline mechanism. Early Spitfire seats are almost impossible to find in good 
condition, and seat tracks are getting harder to find for cars of any year.
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1962 Triumph Spitfire Specifications

Layout: Front engine, rear-wheel drive
Engine: 1147cc inline 4-cylinder
Horsepower: 63 @ 5750 rpm
Torque: 67 ft.-lbs. at 3500 rpm
Transmission: 4-speed manual
Suspension: Coil springs and A-arms front, swing axle w/transverse leaf 
spring rear
Brakes: Disc front, drum rear
Weight: 1568 lbs.
Resources
PARTS & SERVICE
Moss Motors
(800) 667-7872
mossmotors.com
SpitBits
(800) 201-0494
spitbits.com
Victoria British
(800) 255-0088
victoriabritish.com
CLUBS
North American Spitfire Squadron
nasshq.org
The Triumph Experience
triumphexp.com
Vintage Triumph Register
vintagetriumphregister.org
Also check for sagging doors. A sagging door could be due to just worn hinge 
pins, but it also could indicate severe rot in the lower A-post/bulkhead.
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BMCCF Stuffs for YOU:

From Craig Murden - Craig, I have 3 metal auto models, 1948 XK 120, Viper 
and a 30’s Mercedes Runabout. Also a couple of nice car books. Would like to 
donate these to the club as auction items for car show?
Bob Moore 616-7045  In Lansdown

Needs HELP - my name is Carter McKaughan and I live here in Wilmington.  We 
are not a member of your club, but have visited with you guys when you do 
your shows downtown. We own a 1995 Jag XJS  2 seater.  As you know when 
you close the soft top on these cars they have a hook in the top that connects 
to a lever to secure the top.  Well we have lost our hook, and nobody seems to 
have one, thus rain can get inside the car.  Not good!!
 
I was hoping maybe somebody in your club might be able to help us out as to 
how to secure a new hook.  They are no longer made by Jag. 
 If so please let me know, and I will contact them. Carter 910.200.1212
	  

BMCCF
Classified 
Ads

For Sale - 1997 Miata, 4 cylinder,with 23,400 miles, 
third owner, AM/FM Radio with cassette and C/D 
player, A/C, power windows, cruise control, new 
tires,garage kept, luggage rack, convertible boot, P/
S, power antenna. This car is above EXCELLENT 
condition. Asking  $8,900.    
Call 910-616-6077 ask for CY
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BMCCF
Classified 
 
BMCCF Regalia 

BMCCF NAME TAGS 
Official BMCCF name tags are required at all events or when 
you are representing the club. 
Originally ordered name tags are now available from John Moore
 $5.50  Pin Clasp $8.00  Magnet Clasp 

AUTOWORKS, INC.  Foreign & Domestic Auto Specialists 
We service all types of vehicles   From 1950’s to Present Day 
Emissions Testing, Front end alignment  A/C repair 
Carl Wilson (910) 791-5074 
202 Antilles Ct. ( In Dutch Square industrial park ) 
Wilmington, NC 28405 
 Free Advice to BMCCF Members 

That’s All Folks 
Sparky
Thank You

For your contributions to 
this newsletter
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