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President’s Message:

Twas	  the	  night	  before	  Christmas	  and	  throughout	  the	  
house	  not	  a	  creature	  was	  s5rring,	  not	  even	  a	  mouse.	  	  
In	  the	  garage	  a	  Bri5sh	  car	  engine	  made	  not	  a	  sound	  
despite	  the	  starter	  going	  round	  and	  round.	  	  The	  
darkness	  was	  unchallenged	  by	  the	  lights	  that	  
wouldn’t	  glow	  as	  Saint	  Lucas	  put	  on	  yet	  another	  
show.	  	  The	  body	  did	  shake	  as	  if	  in	  a	  quake	  and	  the	  
rust	  did	  flake	  as	  the	  seams	  began	  to	  break.	  	  Old	  
Santa	  let	  out	  a	  mighty	  roar	  as	  he	  tried	  to	  get	  out	  
through	  an	  inoperable	  door.	  	  Rudolf!	  he	  yelled,	  
come	  hither	  and	  pull	  this	  steaming	  wreck	  before	  I	  
say	  something	  worse	  than	  heck.	  Rudolf	  did	  come	  
and	  inspected	  a	  wire	  but	  	  his	  nose	  began	  to	  glow	  
and	  he	  quickly	  
departed	  yelling	  “Santa	  
your	  sled	  is	  on	  fire,	  
goIa	  go!”	  	  Santa	  made	  
his	  escape	  and	  ran	  to	  
the	  house	  where	  he	  
cursed	  Bri5sh	  Leyland	  
and	  kicked	  that	  lazy	  
mouse.
MERRY	  CHRISTMAS.
Steve
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BMCCF - Minutes
November 20th, 2014

Temptations, a.k.a. the BMCCF Club House

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 by Vice President Ron 
Foster.  

39 car enthusiasts were present for the meeting.  That is the same 
number as last month – eerie…..

The minutes of the October meeting were approved by acclimation. 

Ron updated the group on Alicia Donatone who had surgery the previous Tuesday and is 
doing well.  Steve is in Philadelphia with his daughter who has a heart problem.  Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to the entire Donatone family.

Jumping into Car show topics, John Moore stated that the BMCCF Board of Directors 
(hereafter referred to as the BoD, just to make life a little easier) voted to donate some of 
the proceeds from the car show to four local charities. 

John first called for Karen Burr who is associated with the Coastal Therapeutics Riding 
Program.  Karen explained the mission of the group: to assist adults and children with 
disabilities by providing riding and interaction opportunities with horses.  There are many 
volunteers who help the participants with all aspects of care for the horses.  Karen 
expressed much appreciation on behalf of the organization. Cookie Cooper was then 
asked to accept a check from BMCCF for Operation Top Cat.  Cookie was very grateful 
and explained that 100% of all dollars, including those from donations like BMCCF’s 
donation. grants, fundraising, go to pay for veterinary care including spay and neutering, 
shots, etc.  Cookie said there is a program with Amazon.com where a user can sign up to 
donate to Top Cat a portion of proceeds from the purchase of certain products.  Contact 
Cookie for details.  Very easy way to contribute.   The cats thank BMCCF.

Two other organizations – Lower Cape Fear Hospice and GHA Autism Supports will 
receive monies as well.   The excellent work of Hospice is well known and has been a 
personal benefit to members of BMCCF. GHA Autism Supports provide supervised 
living, community, and supported employment services including halfway houses to 
individuals with Autism.
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Congratulations to all who worked so hard on the car show to make these donations 
possible.

Recently several BMCCF members attended the Leland under the Lights Car Show.  
BMCCF received a trophy and a check for $250 for the club having the most cars.  At the 
last meeting the membership voted (and the BoD approved) to give the money back to 
the Leland Chamber to support their charitable work. The Chamber gratefully 
acknowledged the donation in their note and said they would use the money for the 
Excellence in Education program.

John Moore then delivered the treasurer’s report and stated that the net revenue from the 
car show was over $1800. The balance in the treasury will be approximately $7,000 after 
the Christmas party expenses so the club is in a strong financial position.  We are 
approaching the new year where membership renewals are due so there will be added 
revenue shortly.  The BoD agreed to establish a reserve fund of $6,000 in case a future 
show is a washout due to bad weather.  We have been very lucky so far.  If the show is a 
wash out, we will still have significant expenses so this reserve is to protect the club.  
John also said that if someone registered in advance for a future show and the show was 
not held, those folks would be registered for the next year’s show at no cost.    

And speaking of the show, Ron acknowledged Eric – who acknowledged his team – for a 
great job!  Ron then asked for suggestions for next year’s show.  Ballot counting is still a 
challenge.  Perhaps networking multiple computers so more people can be recording the 
count simultaneously.  No one in attendance knows how that could be done but we will 
continue to search for better ways to count votes.  Even though we got a bigger sound 
system this year, there were still portions of the show field that did not hear the 
announcements.  Keep this in mind, next year’s car show chair. Rusty Bumpers did a 
great job and were again acknowledged with a round of applause.  Please come back, 
folks!  Good news coffee lovers – two 40-cup percolators have been donated to the club.  
Watch out Starbucks…..!!

Ron then asked for volunteers to chair the show in 2015.  Like last month, many seemed 
interested and enthusiastic based on the absolute silence but no one volunteered.  Please 
let Steve or Ron know if you are interested as we need to make a decision on the location 
so we can reserve the field.

Mickey Finn discussed the successful Fly in at Stagg Park.  About 25 club cars  were in 
attendance on a gorgeous day.  Lots of cars and planes and a very fun day capped off by 
the church ladies selling their wonderful barbecue.  And no bees this year – who could 
ask for more?
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The BoD suggested that a committee be formed to assist Eric with activities.  When Ron 
asked for volunteers there were several including Karen Burr, Donna Schaefer, Patti 
Mason, Carl Wilson and probably a couple of others I didn’t see/hear.  This stout band 
will help Eric identify and plan activities.  Suggestions from the general membership are 
critical to a full activities calendar.  Donna Schaefer has scoped out a breakfast/lunch 
place in Pender County which she highly recommends.  She has already spoken with the 
folks who are glad to have us.  Donna will work with Eric on the details. Anyone I missed 
in the minutes who wants to be part of the committee and anyone else with ideas, please 
email Eric. 

REMINDER:  Please RSVP ASAP to  HYPERLINK "mailto:lechef@ec.rr.com" 
lechef@ec.rr.com is you plan on attending the Christmas Party on Dec. 11th.  This is 
very important for food prep.  Thanks in advance.  Also please remember to bring 
non-perishable food (canned food like tuna fish, vegetables, beans, jars of spaghetti 
sauce, individual puddings, etc.) and sundries (toilet paper, paper towels, napkins 
and stuff like that) as donations for Hospitality House.  Hospitality House, where 
several members volunteer, provides overnight accommodations for patients and 
families of patients from outside New Hanover County who have to be here for 
medical care. Last year was overwhelming with regard to donations – let’s do that 
again.  

Pam mentioned the Holiday Flotilla Car Show on the Saturday after Thanksgiving.  You 
can register day of show - $15 – from 9 to 11 AM.  It is at the same location as the 
BMCCF show in Wrightsville Beach Park next to the baseball fields so you should know 
the way.  Perfect parking spot to enjoy the Festival in the Park with over 90 vendors this 
year.  First 50 get really pretty dash plaques and the Top 20 – as judged by certified 
judges – get a trophy.  

Several members went to Hilton Head for the Concours D’elegance Halloween weekend.  
Pam brought in a program from the event.  There were cars you may never see in your 
lifetime – just unbelievable.  The event is yearly in Hilton Head, which is not that far.  Go 
online to see about the 2015 event and go if you can.  It is well worth it. 

Ron discussed the proposed changes to the bylaws.  Members have been emailing their 
votes to Pam at  HYPERLINK "mailto:strike300pam@aol.com" strike300pam@aol.com.  
We need ¾ of the membership to vote and then ¾ of those to vote yes for changes.  ¾ 
have not voted.  If you have not voted, please do so.  Also, remember that a family 
membership has 2 votes so indicate in the email how each household member wants to 
vote.

4

mailto:lechef@ec.rr.com
mailto:lechef@ec.rr.com
mailto:lechef@ec.rr.com
mailto:lechef@ec.rr.com
mailto:strike300pam@aol.com
mailto:strike300pam@aol.com
mailto:strike300pam@aol.com
mailto:strike300pam@aol.com


Finally there was a discussion of the  HYPERLINK "http://
bmccf.org" http://bmccf.org website.  Several folks said they 
could not get to the website.  Pam has her computer at the repair 
shop to have the problem addressed and they think it may be a 
Time Warner problem.  Christen said she would look into the 
problem as well.  Any firm news will be communicated to the 
membership.

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM

Respectfully submitted,    
Pam McMahon
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BMCCF Calendar of Events 
DECEMBER

11th.  CHRISTMAS  PARTY  EVERYDAY  GOURMET  -‐‑  6:30PM\BMCCF  s:

Did you know?
Forbes ranked Port City high for smarts
If you think a lot of smart people choose to live in Wilmington, 

you're not alone.

Facts:

"America's Smartest Cities"

Out of 380 U.S. metros
1) St. George, Utah
2) Bloomington, Indiana
3) Ocean City, New Jersey
4) Auburn-Opelika, Alabama
5) “Wilmington, NC”

Out of 51 metros with over 1 million residents
1) Boston
2) Pittsburgh
3) San Jose
4) Grand Rapids, Michigan
5) Washington, D.C.

Source: Forbes
Forbes magazine has rated the Port City fifth among the country's 380 
metro areas in its latest "America's Smartest Cities" survey.
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Assuming that having more college-educated residents helps drive 
economic growth, researchers Joel Kotkin and Mark Schill looked at a 
region's "brainpower" and how it had changed since 2000 to rank the 
metropolitan areas.

"We started with the growth rate in the number of residents with at least a 
bachelor's degree from 2000 through 2013 (25 percent weighting in final 
score)," the magazine article says. "But since the places that post the 
highest growth rates tend to be those starting with low levels of educational 
attainment, we gave greater weight to the percentage point increase in the 
share of the population that is college-educated over that span (50 percent), 
and we factored in the share of educated people in the population in 2013 
(25 percent).

The researchers also separated out results for the 51 metros with over a 
million residents.

End result was that Wilmington came out looking, well, smart.

"Some of the most dramatic growth is taking place in two kinds of small-
scale geographies: college towns and what might be best described as 
amenity regions," the article states. "At the turn of the millennium, college 
towns already had a decent base of educated people; now they seem able to 
attract and nurture tech companies as well."
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“THANK YOU” to our Friends:
Many of our Club members have been spending Tuesday mornings at 
Susan Roberson's lending their time and talent to help restore her 
Austin Healey. Each week we tackle another few items always wondering, 
why did they build it that 
way?

Last week one item on 
the list was much more 
straightforward, new 
tires!

Many of us have bought 
tires for our cars from 
Jeff Fountain Tires on 
Oleander Dr in 
Wilmington. They have a 
good selection of tires at 
competitive prices, and 
they know how to mount 
them on our precious 
wire wheels. 

I called Jeff and told him 
about our project and he 
was quick to respond with a great deal and same 
day service.

I encourage all of our members to think of Jeff Fountain the next time 
you need tires -  he is a real friend of our Club.     
  
Cheers - Ron Foster
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So What’s Going on Here???
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DID YOU FIGURE IT OUT YET???

OK we’ll tell you  - That’s JEFF MARTIN owner of AUTO-DENTZ here in 
Wilmington. One of our members had a E-Type with a whole lot of dents 
that needed a tender hand to remove those unsightly dents and dings 
that accumulated over the last 50 years. Jeff worked his magic and got 
most of those out, without those costly body shop repairs that are 
normally required. Some of our “Shop Buddies” came to see talented Jeff 
perform his craft. It was pretty amazing to watch him in action. No 
bondo, no follow up paint job - just like it was before time did it’s nasty 
deed. 

If your little baby needs some care, I would encourage you to contact Jeff. 
His shop is at 6001 Market Street or call his shop - 910.799.9963. They 
work on all kinds of cars, but they are specialists in vintage motor cars. 

We many many talented craftsmen here in Wilmington and many times we 
have no idea who to call. Our older cars require someone who 
understands what can and can not be corrected. Do not try this yourself it 
takes many years of practice and dedication to acquire the necessary 
skills. Just call Jeff and you will be very happy with the results.
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BMCCF Stag Park Fly-In
Photos by - Ron Jones
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Detailing tips for vintage single-stage paint
Care and feeding of decades-old enamel paint

Hemmings Daily by Steve Berry

I started looking around for any detailing tips that specifically address old 
single-stage paint when I stumbled across Mike Phillips’ epic multi-part 
tutorial which addresses the topic in-depth. It’s worth a read – 
entertaining and informative. I used Mike’s tutorial as a reference for this 
project.

Step 1: The Clay Bar

I’ve known of clay bars as a 
detailing tool for some time 
but have never used one. For 
some reason it seemed like 
an intimidating technology, 
something too severe or 
exotic for ordinary car-
cleaning. It turns out it’s 
dead-simple and safe to 
use, and very effective at 
removing surface 
contaminants.

The clay bar, usually a synthetic compound, is meant to glide over the 
surface of the paint and pull out surface contaminants – metal dust, 
overspray, and road debris which all accumulate in the paint over time. If 
you put your hand in a plastic bag and then drag your fingertips gently 
over your car’s paint you can easily feel those contaminants on the 
surface.

Wash and dry the car and then, working one panel at a time, spray the 
paint generously with a lubricant (usually some kind of spray detailer). 
Form a chunk of clay into a round patty and lightly drag it over the 
lubricated paint. You can actually hear it working as it removes surface 
contaminants from the finish. Move the clay up and down and side to 
side and it’s pretty obvious when there is nothing left for the clay to 

13



remove. Move methodically from panel to panel until the you’ve done the 
whole car. Routinely check the clay’s surface for contaminants and simply 
stretch and fold those back into the clay to expose a clean working 
surface. Wipe off the lubricant as you go. Don’t drop the clay! Honestly, 
it’s hard to screw this up.

After completing a section of the car, perform the plastic bag test again 
and the surface should feel very smooth. You now have a clean, 
contaminant-free paint surface ready for the next detailing steps.

I tried both Meguiar’s clay bar kit and also the Body Bar kit available from 
Gliptone. For the most part it seems that “clay is clay” with some subtle 
differences. The Gliptone clay is more elastic and easier to fold, though 
stickier to the touch. Both kits performed their job and provided enough 
clay to do many cars. 

Step 2: Cleaner

After removing the surface 
contaminants with the clay bar it was 
time to address the accumulation of 
water spots and oxidation on the 
paint. I diverged from Mike Phillips’ 
instructions and decided to intervene 
with a light cleaner at this stage. If 
your paint is delicate, or you aren’t 
sure of the paint’s condition, I 
recommend following Mike’s advice 
and skipping straight to Meguiar’s #7 
show car glaze as described in step 4 
below.
I used Meguiar’s #2 fine-cut cleaner and applied it by hand with light 
circular pressure, panel by panel, using a microfiber cloth. In one small 
area I stepped up to Meguiar’s #1 medium cleaner to work on some 
deeper spotting, still applying very gentle pressure. I took great care 
when working on panel transitions or any edges where the paint is thin. I 
also removed the cleaner from the paint surface quickly while it was still 
soft and workable.
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Properly cleaning the paint takes a while and demands some attention 
and care. The results are obvious and the cleaning process should 
eliminate water spots, oxidation, and other subsurface contaminants. 
Together, the cleaner and the clay bar create a smooth, consistent 
surface for wax to adhere to.

Step 3: Polish

I didn’t want to invest in a DA polisher for this job and I was also very 
tentative to do any machine polishing on this old paint. I used a light, 
halfhearted hand application of Meguiar’s Deep Crystal polish all over the 
car. This paint has accumulated years of various chips and scratches and I 
chose to focus on the lighter scratches and swirls, considering anything 
deeper as hard-won, authentic patina, and leaving well-enough alone.
At this point the paint looked really good. Clean, smooth, and bright with 
sharp reflections.

Step 4: Magic Time: Meguiar’s #7 Show Car Glaze soaking

Single-stage paint is permeable, unlike a two-stage clear-coat system 
where the paint is effectively sealed. For this reason, oils can leach out of 
single-stage paint over time, especially if the paint is poorly cared for. 
According to Mike Phillips’ article, Meguiar’s #7 Show Car Glaze contains 
restorative feeder oils which can be drawn into a permeable paint surface 
via capillary action, conditioning and rejuvenating the color. He suggests 
a vigorous, liberal application of Meguiar’s #7 Show Glaze be left on the 
car for a period of 12-24 hours to feed important oils back into the paint.
I’ll admit I was somewhat dubious when I first read about this technique 
but I figured it sure couldn’t hurt and I set my expectations low.
I proceeded to apply a generous “wet and heavy” application of the glaze 
to the paint, soaking a microfiber towel completely in the glaze and 
rubbing it on with much more pressure than I’d used in previous steps. It 
seemed a little weird but I followed Mike’s suggestions and left a heavy 
layer of #7 on the paint to soak for 24 hours.

The next morning I easily removed the glaze, which was still soft, and 
inspected the results. Yes: It had a dramatic effect. The paint color was 
noticeably richer and deeper. What initially was a pale yellow with sharp 
reflections had bloomed into something more complicated with hints of a 
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warmer, more orange-ish yellow emerging. Of course these things are 
subjective and all of the effects of detailing are cumulative, but this phase 
made me a believer. God bless capillary action and feeder oils.

Step 5: Paste Wax

At this point I had nearly 12 hours of hand work in this car. Time to seal 
it up with wax. I looked at some of the boutique waxes available in the 
market but in the end I used a $20 can of Gliptone, a professional paste 
wax recommended by a coworker. I applied two separate coats of wax 
with a foam applicator and wiped it off with microfiber towels. The 
Gliptone wax doesn’t quickly dry to a hard haze, which is a nice change 
over the parts store waxes I’ve been using for years. It also smells nice.
The wax further deepened the color and softened the reflections, adding 
to the impression that the paint has an inner glow.
From here I dumped more hours into the fine details – cleaning the 
rubber, the glass, the interior, the engine bay. I have two young kids and 
I find this kind of work a very relaxing post-bedtime activity. It’s nice to 
get lost in something so 
meticulous.
In the end this 43 year old 
paint looks amazing. It’s 
hard to capture this 
transformation with my 
camera. The end result is 
an odd combination of 
glowing depth and patina 
unique to this car, 
something it earned over 
the decades that would be 
lost with a modern 
repaint. 20 hours well-
spent and a fine send-off 
for an old friend.
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Original Originals
Hemmings Daily - By Richard Lentinello

There seems to be some real confusion among many people in the 
collector-car hobby as to what makes an original car original.

Webster’s definition of the word original is, “An authentic work of art, 
literature, or the like, as distinguished from a copy or reproduction.”

The key word there, of course, is authentic, which in and of itself means, 
“Having an undisputed origin; genuine.”

Yet the definition of the word genuine sums it up best, “Actually 
possessing or produced by the alleged or apparent attribute, character, 
or source; not artificial.”
The word artificial means, “Made in imitation of something natural.”
Now that we have a clear understanding of the meaning of the word 
original and its associated terminology, let’s apply it to old cars.

First and foremost, an original car is a vehicle that has been kept exactly 
the way it was when first built by its manufacturer—we’re not comparing 
its condition, only its state of originality. An original car, regardless of its 
age, make, model or country of origin, still wears all of the same parts 
that the factory workers bolted on to it when it rolled along the assembly 
line during its manufacture. This also implies that it still wears the paint 
that the factory painters applied to its body; it still wears the upholstery, 
carpet, headliner and convertible top that the factory upholsterers 
stitched for it; it still wears its original chrome trim that the platers 
dipped in the vats of chromium; it still wears all of its original mechanical 
parts including engine, transmission, differential, suspension, brakes and 
electrical. That’s original. 

And if a car is to be labeled “100% Original,” then by all means it should 
be 100-percent original, and that includes having the original tires and 
spare, the original spark plugs and ignition wires, the original generator 
or alternator, the original water pump and starter motor, the original 
wiper blades and wiper arms and the original exhaust system. All the 
wearing items that get discarded during routine maintenance should be 
on the car for it to be legitimately labeled a “100% Original.” About the 

17



only components that original fanatics will agree to close their eyes to are 
the brake shoes/pads and non-original batteries as it’s kind of hard to 
keep a battery alive for more than 10 years. Oh, and tires, too, but that’s 
about it.

The reason for all this is that all too often I have been either shown or 
told about cars that we may be interested in featuring in one of our car 
calendars or in one of our magazines that are allegedly 100-percent 
original, only to discover that they have been completely restored, 
partially restored or, in extreme cases, even modified. Thus, the need for 
this clarification.

If a car has been completely restored to its factory-correct specifications 
using all of its original parts, that car is not original. It’s a Restored 
Original.
If a car is unrestored apart from only a fresh coat of paint, that car is not 
original. It’s a Repainted Original.

If a car is unrestored, but it’s wearing aftermarket wheels, has glued-on 
body side moldings and the windows are tinted, that car is not original. 
It’s a Modified Original.

Point is, as soon as any one part is replaced, repainted or replated, a car’s 
originality becomes compromised. There are all different levels of 
originality, and one is not any less desirable than the other. But the truth 
is.

CLASSIFYING A VEHICLE
(Compliments of Hagerty Insurance)

Correctly classifying a vehicle’s condition is paramount when using 
Hagerty Valuation Tools®. Our pricing is unique in that we publish 
Hagerty Price Guide’s prices, and Hagerty Price Guide strives to provide a 
value for “true” #1 cars, and these values are often far and away more 
expensive than identical vehicles in lesser condition. It is estimated that 
more than 80% of cars in the market are either condition #3 or #4, so 
make sure you are confident in your car’s ascribed condition. Many 
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sellers overrate the condition of their car; overeager buyers tend to do 
the same for potential purchases.

In addition to a vehicle’s condition, other factors can influence a price. 
Particularly, number of owners, originality, and documentation to support 
build claims or restoration work can all greatly effect a vehicle’s value. 
Note that the addition of factory options to a car can greatly impact the 
vehicle’s value, so pay attention to any pricing notes that are listed in the 
“Vehicle Value Details” section of the “Value Your Car” tab of the site.
Lastly, use Hagerty Valuation Tools® as a guide, not the Gospel. Use the 
information presented here to gain a deeper understanding of the 
market, apply your senses to what you learn, and consult with experts in 
the field before making any buying or selling decisions.

Condition Ratings
#1 vehicles in Hagerty Price Guide are the best in the world. The 
visual image is of the best car, in the right colors, driving onto the lawn 
at the finest concours. Perfectly clean, the car has been groomed down to 
the tire treads. Painted and chromed surfaces are mirror-like. Dust and 
dirt are banned, and materials used are correct and superbly fitted. The 
one word description for #1 cars is "concours."

#2 cars could win a local or regional show. They can be former #1 cars 
that have been driven or have aged. Seasoned observers will have to look 
closely for flaws, but will be able to find some not seen by the general 
public. The paint, chrome, glass and interior will all appear as excellent. 
No excessive smoke will be seen on startup, no unusual noises will 
emanate from the engine compartment. The vehicle will drive as a new 
car of its era would. The one word description for #2 cars is "excellent."

#3 cars could possess some, but not all of the issues of a #4 car, but 
they will be balanced by other factors such as a fresh paint job or a new, 
correct interior. #3 cars drive and run well, but might have some 
incorrect parts. These cars are not used for daily transportation but are 
ready for a long tour without excuses, and the casual passerby will not 
find any visual flaws. "Good" is the one word description of a Hagerty 
Price Guide #3.
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#4 cars are daily drivers, with flaws visible to the naked eye. The 
chrome might have pitting or scratches, the windshield might be chipped. 
Paintwork is imperfect, and perhaps the fender has a minor dent. The 
interior could have split seams or a cracked dash. No major parts are 
missing, but the wheels could differ from the originals, or the interior 
might not be stock. A #4 car can also be a deteriorated restoration. "Fair" 
is the one word that describes a Hagerty Price Guide #4 car.

British Cars: Index of post-war British 
collectible cars

Expert Commentary

Over the past four years our British Car Index has surged by 39%, which 
follows a half decade of uneven performance. The E-type’s 84% increase 
in value during that timeframe is the major contributor to that spike, but 
six of this index’s 10 component cars have improved in price by at least 
20%, and the average increase in value since September 2011 is 28%. This 
isn’t the case of a single model skewing the numbers—growth has been 
widespread and significant.

This continues to be good news for mainstream owners, as these cars 
have traditionally been easily accessible to most collectors and enjoy 
broad appeal across age bands. On the other hand, the average cost of 
an “excellent” car in this group is now just shy of $80,000, whereas that 
figure was a tick below $60,000 four years ago. Interestingly, this could 
cause buyers to turn their eyes towards more affordable cars that capture 
some of the same spirit of these cars at a lower cost, which would in turn 
cause values for those cars to bump as a result.

-Dave Kinney, September 2014 

The Hagerty Price Guide Index of British Cars is a stock market style 
index that averages the values of 10 of the most iconic British sports cars 
from the 1950s-70s. The list to the left shows the cars that make up the 
index, while the graph above shows this index’s average value over the 
past five years. Values are for #2 condition, or “excellent” cars.
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Seeing Potential: What to look for when trying 
to determine if a car is worth restoring 

Hemmings Daily - Richard Lentinello

Upon opening the garage door 
this was the view I was first 
greeted with. Although the 
uninformed will see little more 
than a parts car, looking closer 
it quickly became apparent 
that the body was in decent 
shape. The entire front nose 
panel, apart from needing 
some minor work on the very 
bottom, was in remarkably 
solid condition.  The original 
plate shows the car was 
originally registered in Ireland; 
more specifically, the town of 
Limerick. Photos by author.

Flaking paint, rust-stained rocker panels, discolored upholstery and a 
missing engine can surely be obvious signs of a car’s condition that’s too 
far gone.  Yet, in some cases, those “problem areas” can be totally 
insignificant, being nothing more than surface scars. But how to spot the 
difference?

Several years ago I bought a 1955 Triumph TR2 in need of restoration, so 
we’ll use this car as an example as to what to look for when 
contemplating the purchase of a project car to restore.

Standing back, I was better able to see just how well the body panels 
lined up and the consistent gaps surrounding the trunk lid. The dented 
bumper overriders may be dented but new ones can be bought for $79 
each. Looking inside the spare tire well showed all solid metal, but more 
importantly the entire rear panel had never been in an accident.

21



When the prior owner of this Triumph immigrated to Albany, New York, 
around 1973, he also shipped over his TR2, a car which he used to race 
back in Ireland. He then parked his Triumph in his garage, where it 
remained unused for nearly 40 years. My MG-loving friend Carl Meyer  let 
me know about the old Triumph (for which I owe him thanks), and when I 
went to inspect the car for the first time, upon opening the garage door, 
at first glance it seemed like it was a mess. However, upon closer 
inspection, a bit of a gem emerged from beneath the many layers of dirt, 
dust and scattered car parts.

To assess a car’s condition, you must get up close and personal, but 
before doing so step back and look at it from at least 25 to 30 feet away. 
By doing so you will better be able to see if the car has been in an 
accident; in many cases the body may be twisted, the doors and body 
lines out of alignment and the quarter panels as wavy as the Atlantic 
Ocean. You’ll be surprised as to how effective this simple test is.

As to the body, forget 
about the condition of 
the paint – that is not 
important at all. What is 
important is the 
condition of the body 
panels below the paint. 
As long as they are 
straight, damage-free 
and have only minor rust 
issues, then that’s a 
good thing. Regarding 
rust, all cars have some 
amount of rust; after all, 
they are made of metal. 
Even fiberglass-bodied 
cars such as the Avanti, 
Corvette, Lotus and TVR have rust issues, as their steel chassis and inner 
steel structures can, and do, rust away.

Look beyond the condition of the paint. The large rust spots, cracks, 
chips and rust-covered rocker panels mean nothing because the metal 
below is solid and straight. It’s better to buy a car in this type of 
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condition because you can easily see its body’s true state, unlike “new 
paint” cars that sometimes cover up a multitude of problems.
Look closely at the rocker panels for signs of serious corrosion. On my 
TR2, at first glance, the rockers appeared to be full of rust. But a closer 
look revealed it to be just superficial surface rust, with the steel feeling 
and sounding very solid. The same applies to the bottoms of the fenders, 
doors and quarter panels. Keep in mind that fenders and doors, as well as 
trunk lids, are bolted on, so they can be easily replaced; quarter panels 
are not so easy, as on most cars they are a welded part of the body 
structure.

Interior floor pans and trunk floor pans usually rust the worst, so inspect 
them closely by lifting up the carpeting. My Triumph’s floor pans looked 
decent from a distance but an up close inspection revealed them to be 
weak and flimsy, with traces of fiberglass matting from an earlier repair. 
Still, that did not deter me from buying the car because new reproduction 
floor pans are available, as they are for many old cars and trucks. But do 
factor in the time and expense to have the pans installed.

A quick cleaning revealed an instrument panel that was in surprisingly 
decent shape, and looked far superior that its previous dust-covered self 
would have led you to believe. All the gauges and knobs are correct and 
original to the car, as is the crack-free steering wheel. Although the 
windshield is cracked, it’s more important that the frame was there, as 
new glass is readily available.

If the bottom of the A and B pillars are rusted through and just about 
detached from the rest of the body structure, then only you can decide if 
the car is worth it as this is a big job to repair (and expensive), but it can 
be done. Besides the outer body, check the inner fenders for signs of 
serious corrosion, the lower section of the front firewall and/or toe 
boards, the inner rocker panels and the section where the rear axles’ 
trailing arms bolt to. Stick these areas with a screwdriver or awl, and if 
the metal is easily penetrated then some major metal fabricating will be 
needed. And don’t forget to get under the car (better if it can be put on a 
lift) to check the chassis for rusted or bent sections, accident damage, 
welded-on patches and holes. Used replacement chassis can be bought, 
especially for Triumphs, Chevelles and other GM cars, but how much will 
you have to spend? Is the car worth it?
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As to the TR2’s interior, once I wiped away some of the dirt and dust that 
was covering the upholstery I discovered everything was in decent shape. 
A thorough washing with warm water and soap, followed by some sort of 
fabric rejuvenator, and all the vinyl looked smart again and well worth 
saving. The seats were wrapped with homemade seat covers so I couldn’t 
inspect their condition, though I later discovered them to be very poor; 
this was to be expected, otherwise they wouldn’t have been covered in 
the first place. But at least reproduction upholstery kits are available 
today for practically all collector cars, so that’s not a big deal; neither are 
the carpets, interior door panels or headliners.
All of the Triumph’s gauges and trim were present and accounted for. 
Some pieces will have to be replaced or replated, but everything is there 
and can be used as-is for the time being. On many less popular car 
models, reproduction trim pieces are not available, which will make 
restoring those cars that much harder and more expensive.

The condition of the mechanical parts are usually the least important 
when judging a car’s potential. The correct low-port cylinder head was 
missing, but all else was there, including the original glass windshield 
washer fluid bottle. The original two-stud SU H4 carburetors, along with 
all the necessary linkages, were stored in the trunk with several other 
important parts. As for the engine block, those cylinders are actually 
removable liners, which can be bought new in a variety of bore sizes. 
Beyond the obvious, the lower part of the firewall and inner fenders were 
all solid and free of any serious corrosion.

Also look closely at the trim that is on the car to see if it’s actually the 
correct trim for that particular year and model. The grille on this Triumph 
is that of a smallmouth TR3, but many people wouldn’t have known that, 
which is why you need to do lots of pre-buying research on the particular 
car you’re shopping for to ensure that you are buying an authentic 
example. Other parts that would be expensive to replace if missing 
include the steering wheel, certain instrument panels and gauges, some 
trim items, and factory-original radios to name just a few. But all cars are 
different, with varying degrees of rarity regarding certain parts, so, again, 
you need to do your homework beforehand to learn what’s replaceable 
and what isn’t.
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When it comes to the car’s mechanical and electrical parts, in most cases 
any missing or non-functioning parts are easily replaced. They simply 
bolt on and bolt off, so it’s usually never an issue. However, if those 
mechanical parts are rare, such as certain dual-snorkel air cleaners, 
cross-ram intake manifolds and sandcast-bodied Weber carburetors, 
then that will be a problem because they will be very hard to find, and 
may cost a small fortune. The only major part missing on this TR2 was 
the cylinder head, but because it’s the early low-port head design, many 
TR2 owners have upgraded their engines with the later high-port cylinder 
head from the TR3A or TR4, so finding one of the early cylinder heads 
isn’t going to be that much of a problem. Nonetheless, it is still 
something that I have to search for, which can be very time consuming. 
The same applies to all suspension and brake parts, too – easy to find, 
and easy to install.

If the car you are interested in buying is missing its engine, transmission, 
or even both, don’t automatically write it off as those components can 
also be easily replaced. For some models, like Corvettes, where the car’s 
value is affected by whether or not it still has its matching-numbers 
powertrain, then you need to decide what is best for you. Personally, I 
could care less if the 
engine is original to 
the car or not; as 
long as the engine is 
correct for that year 
and model, that’s 
really all that 
concerns me. But just 
because a car is 
engineless that 
doesn’t mean it’s not 
worthy of being 
bought and restored.

Like many other 
things in life, 
potential is in the 
eyes of the beholder.
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BMCCF - Stuffs for Sale or Wanted
For Sale - 1977 MG midget Run great,on the road driver. New paint, red. 
68m one owner.$6900 Sunset beach Selling because I have TR 6 I am fixing 
up. Call anytime. Car has no problems. Many new parts,but almost all this 
car is original . New starter, battery, new cooling system, interior in good 
condition. May be interested in trade for boat. Price is $6900                
Phil Peeler - 336.706.2612. 

Brought to us by members:
*****

From Edie - Holiday Flotilla Winners from BMCCF -  Tom Ellsworth, 
George Czern, Eric Robinson, Bruce Allcorn, John Adams, Jan and Sandy 
Karicher, John Moore, Mickey Finn and Terry Walters.

From Cookie - 
Help us earn from Amazon Smile.  If you are an Amazon shopper go to 

www.smile.amazon.com 

Select Operation Topcat as your charity

             Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Operation 
Topcat
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TECH TIP - One interesting thing about cleaning the gas tank. It did 
have a lot of surface rust.The local Harley dealer told me to use apple 
cider vinegar. He says they\'ve used this process weekly on Harley fuel 
tanks for 20 years. I put 12 gallons in the tank (with outlets sealed off) 
and let it sit overnight. I did turn the tank over several times. The Harley 
guy told me to rinse it many times with plain water and boxes of baking 
soda. He says the baking soda neutralizes the acid in the cider. I then 
rinsed it multiple times with gas. The results were amazing. It was shiny 
as new inside! I\'ve driven it about 400 miles since and checked the 
under tank filter and paper fuel filter....no particle debris in either. Total 
cost about $24.00.

***********************

THE TESLA ASSEMBLY PLANT IN FREMONT, CALIFORNIA - Pretty 
amazing

Watch this and you'll better understand why manufacturing jobs will
never be what they once were. Once upon a time this was science fiction.

 http://www.youtube.com/embed/8_lfxPI5ObM?rel=0

Sparky is back... and living life 
large. It has been one year since that 
tragic day and we just want to 
THANK everyone for their kind 
support and help during this last year. 
You all mean a lot to us and we love 
you for it. We have learned that gas is 
better let in our motor car tanks and 
not as an aid to quick fire starts...
BEST -
Sparky

Photo by Karen Burr
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BMCCF Classified 
 
BMCCF Regalia 
CSI Promotions

207 Antilles Ct.
Suite B
Wilmington, NC 28405
www.csipromo.com
910-799-9914
You can order directly from them or we will have a link on our page very soon! Please allow a week for 
your order to be completed.
Our contact is Thelma Studer.

BMCCF NAME TAGS 
Official BMCCF name tags are required at all events or when 
you are representing the club. 
Originally ordered name tags are now available from John Moore
 $5.50  Pin Clasp $8.00  Magnet Clasp 

AUTOWORKS, INC. 
 Foreign & Domestic Auto Specialists 
We service all types of vehicles  
From 1950’s to Present Day 
Emissions Testing, Front end alignment 
A/C repair 
Carl Wilson (910) 791-5074 
202 Antilles Ct. ( In Dutch Square industrial park ) 
Wilmington, NC 28405 
 Free Advice to BMCCF Members 
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That’s All Folks Sparky

Thank You
For your contributions to this newsletter
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