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Regular Meetings are the 
3rd Thursday of each 
month unless otherwise 
posted.

 

Next Meeting 
January 16th
Temptations

Eats Starts  @  6 PM    
Meeting Starts @ 7PM

       

           BMCCF

The Cape Fear British Motor
Club Welcomes all Marquees,
Models and Motoring
Enthusiasts

For additions or submissions to
the letter contact the editor:

Charlie Schaefer or
BMCCF@ec.rr.com

Visit the website:
www.BMCCF.org
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The HUB is published and distributed Monthly by the Cape 
Fear British Motor Club.
Articles reflect the opinion of the author and are the 
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 President’s Message:

Here we are beginning yet another year with each other 
and our toys.  Have you noticed that just as people tend 
to look more and more like their dogs as they age we 
begin to have issues like our cars. The wheels don't 
work quite as well as they used to and the suspension 
begins to sag a little more. I'm not even going to mention 
emissions!

Well, we have a couple of months to sort it all out as we 
get ourselves and our cars ready for new adventures in 
2014.  We have a number of new members (both people 
and cars) which will no doubt bring even more ideas for 
trips and other activities.

As you know, Eric has taken on responsibility for our car 
show in 2014; Pam, Peter and I met with Eric a few 
weeks ago to go over some ideas and procedures.  I ask 
that everyone, especially those who have not 
participated in developing prior shows, step up and offer 
help to Eric over the 
coming months.  The 
annual car show is our 
premier event and we 
owe it to each other to 
help make it a success.  

I'll see you all at the 
January meeting.

Steve
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BMCCF - Minutes
Temptations, a.k.a. the BMCCF Club House

There was no meeting in December

 BMCCF 2014 Officers

President: Steve Donatone 
Vice President: Ron Foster
Treasurer: John Moore 
Secretary: Pam McMahon 
Two New Board Memberships: David Ward and Tom Yoshida

The following positions are not nominated/voted, but the Chairperson will be:
Car Show Chairperson - Eric Robinson
Activities Director - Eric Robinson

Charities receiving donations from our Brits at the Beach Show:

• Canines for Service 
• GHA Autism Supports
• Coastal Therapeutic Riding 
• Lower Cape Fear Hospice 
• Operation Top Cat 
• Step Up For Soldiers 

The following pages contain thank you letters from the 
organizations that received some of our donations.

2



3



4



5



6



Acquiring my 1958 MGA 1500 
Roadster

By Ron Jones

I fell in love with the MGA roadster the first 
time I saw one as a ten year old boy.  We were 
living on a farm near a small rural town of 
Quitman, Georgia in 1958. We were extremely 
poor, and barely surviving on what my parents 
could scrape together.  My Uncle Lewis was 
returning from a tour of duty with the U.S. Air 
Force at Nelis AFB, Nevada located just outside Las Vegas.  Understand, to us 
kids, especially the boys, Uncle Lewis was about the coolest guy in the world.  
He dressed very well, always well groomed and dashingly handsome.  Needless 
to say the ladies went crazy over Uncle Lewis. 

t was the summer of 1958 when Uncle Lewis shows up with a brand new 1958 
MGA 1500 Roadster.  It was “Old English” white with red leather interior and, wire 
wheels. Prior to this, I had only seen cars like this in the movies or the school 
Library and magazines. I had never seen a car with such beautiful flowing lines 
and aerodynamic styling.  A car with just two seats, this was unbelievable!   All 
the cars in town were mostly four door sedans, farm trucks etc.; rust heaps used 
for daily transportation. These cars had no styling. You never saw anyone have a 
car just for “sport” driving. We had a beat-up 1947 Chevy 1 ½ ton truck for 
transportation.
I believe Uncle Lewis purchased the MGA in Las Vegas or San Diego and drove 
it back to Georgia partly on the infamous Route 66.  This was prior to the present 
day interstate highway system we take for granted today.   Uncle Lewis took all 
the kids for a ride in this beautiful car.  It was like being in the movies!  I think 
ever female between 10 and 65 came from miles around just to make laps 
around the block to see Uncle Lewis’ and his gorgeous sports car. These events 
have remained in my memory over the past 55 years; admittedly, the sole reason 
I’ve wanted a MGA Roadster. 
I had begun my search in earnest about two years ago, mostly searching on the 
internet and EBay as well as the Classic Car magazines.  I had come close to 
purchasing two MGA’s and at each time had they bought out from under me. I 
had cooled down a bit from frustration and had slowed my search when my wife 
Linda called me to the computer one Sunday afternoon.  It seems Linda had 
been secretly searching for an MGA herself.  She had discovered an MGA 1500 
being sold at an Estate auction in the Buckhead section of Atlanta, Georgia by 
Ahlers and Ogletree, a reputable auction house in Atlanta.  I took a look at the 
listing and was favorably impressed.  The estate auction was being held at 
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Dante’s Down the Hatch; a restaurant in the center of Buckhead; I understand it 
was an “institution” in the Atlanta area. The restaurant owner had decided to call 
it quits after 50 years and decided to sell everything in the restaurant.  The MGA 
was included in the auction as a consignment by a gentleman named Frank 
Lindaeur, a retired IBM employee and NAMGAR member who had owned it since 
1966.  Mr. Lindauer was the second owner in 55 years. Over the 47 years in his 
possession, Frank kept meticulous records on every part and each service 
performed on the car during his ownership. The car had all the original 
paperwork on the car with documented mileage of 47,250 miles.
Prior to the auction, I completed the necessary qualification and registration 
paperwork to bid over the phone. The auction began on a Saturday morning 
September 19, 2013. The MGA had a catalog number of 219, meaning it would 
not go up for bid until early Saturday afternoon around 1:30 PM. As the MGA 
came up, the auction company called me and asked if I still intended to bid on 
the MGA.  I said yes and they began to auction it off.  To my surprise, there was 
only one other bidder. To my bigger surprise, he wanted it as bad as I did! 
Ultimately I won the bid for $15,500, which was my absolute limit.  Prior to the 
auction, I did my “homework”; I used the Hagerty value assessment as a guide 
for bidding. Later, when seeking insurance for the car, I purchased an “agreed to 
value” policy with Hagerty. Their assessment for the MGA was for $ 36,000. Now 
I don’t believe it’s worth anything near that figure, but if it gets totaled (and I am 
not), I will make out.
Since bringing it home, I’ve had the original top replaced, installed a Russian 
Birch Dashboard, buffed out the paintwork. To the purest, I am probably doing all 
the wrong things, but it will be my “Driver” not a show Queen. I am attempting a 
complete rewire and I am trying to locate a reputable painter. 
I am not disillusioned into believing that I will all of a sudden become this 
character I remembered my Uncle Lewis to be, however, I there are times when I 
can’t get rid of this huge boyish grin and have a seat, grasp the wheel, close my 
eyes and dream. It is amazing; some things have the strongest influences in 
one’s life.
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Message from Sparky
I’m writing this hoping you will never need 
this information on my own personal burn 
experience. There may come a time when 
you or someone near you suffers a burn. I 
had no idea what to do. Please respect 
the fact that I am not a Doctor, but an 
unfortunate, careless victim of a burn. This 

is strictly an unprofessional sharing of my experiences. 
Please do your own due diligence before using this 
experience as a reference. 

If you suffer a burn you should cool the area quickly in 
cold water. A large pot with cold water and some ice 
cubes works well. It may take several hours for the 
burning sensation to go away - putting your burn under 
running water is too short a period - it takes a lot of time 
to work effectively. My own burn oozed for hours after 
the injury. Think of when you grill a steak. It is 
recommended you let it sit for at least 15 minutes 

before carving - it is still cooking. The meat will naturally bring the juices back to 
the body of the steak and not ooze out as you slice it. 

Once you cool down the area and it stops hurting, lightly cover the wound with a 
Bacitracin Zinc ointment (if you have it) and raise the area (if possible) above 
your heart. The reason is blood will flow to the area and you want to reduce 
swelling. Infection is the enemy and you need to reduce the chances of 
infection. Do not take a burn lightly and see a doctor if serious enough. We have 
one of the best burn centers in the country - UNC Jaycee Burn Center Chapel 
Hill. There is so much more to learn about burns, my intent is to share an 
experience with you, so you know what to do before you seek profession help 
and limit the damage as much as possible. 

If you need to light something use kerosene or fire starters and avoid gasoline - 
the vapors are where the danger lies. Trust me I fully appreciate vapor flashes...

Respectfully - 
Sparky
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Reminder from your Registrar

 It is time to think about membership dues.  Annual dues are $25.00 payable to 
BMCCF.  I always have registration forms at all our meetings and events, and 
there is a registration form on the website.  Send your form and check to:

Caryl Finn, Registrar
8049 Sidbury Road

Wilmington, NC 28411

 We are also ready for a new, updated 2014 phone book.  This book was first 
compiled in 2012 and includes the member’s and spouse/partner’s names, 
addresses, phone/cell phone numbers and email addresses.  It does not include 
all the information available on the website, but is a convenient, hard copy of the 
information needed to write to, call or email a member.  There was discussion at 
our October meeting of what has to happen if you want to be included in the 
phone book.  I need the following member information:

Name
Spouse/Partner Name
Address
Home Phone
Cell Phone
Spouse Cell Phone
Email Address
Spouse Email Address

 I also want to create this phone book in a timely fashion with all information in to 
me by January 15, 2014.  Our discussion included the idea of changing the final 
due date of accepting membership dues from February 15th to January 15th, with 
the actual due date payable by January 1st with a two-week grace period.  This 
would be an amendment to our current by-laws.

 As the phone book will include only members who have paid their 2014 dues, I 
am asking members to submit their dues and updated information to me by 
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January 15th so the phone book will be both accurate and include all of you.  
Discussion of any by-law amendments can continue at future meetings.

 Thanks for your consideration and see you on the road!

Caryl Finn - ccbowls@yahoo.com

Message from BMCCF 2014 Car Show Chairman:
Dear fellow BMCCF members:
 
Planning has begun for our 2014 car show, which will again be held at 
Wrightsville Beach, provisionally October 11. As always, this event requires a lot 
of preparation and the assistance of a lot of people. There are many tasks to be 
performed, each of which needs a small group of people led by a chairperson to 
co-ordinate efforts. A number of members, who have taken on a task in previous 
years have, once again, expressed their willingness to take that task on again, 
which is terrific.
 
There are, however, many tasks still needing willing hands. Please consider 
taking on a task chair responsibility or, if you do not feel able to do that, then 
volunteer to be a helper on a task. The show may be a long way off, but many of 
the preparations need to be underway, or completed   well in advance and I want 
to have the teams in place as soon as possible.
 
We have had great shows in the past; we want to 
carry on that tradition and to that the club needs it’s 
membership to step forward. So please contact me 
at:  Home: 910-523-5624, cell: 910-599-7502, email: 
digieric41@gmail.com
 
Wishing you and yours all the very best for the 
coming year, cheers, Eric.”
 
BMCCF has a tradition of great shows – let us 
continue that tradition!
 
Thanks,
 
Eric (Robinson) 
digieric41@gmail.com
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Photos from Flotilla Car Show - By Jacque Moore
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LBCarCo Tech Tips - Each Chatter a New Reader Submitted Tech Tip!
Our Tech Tip this issues tip is from Fred Humberstone. Thanks Fred ($20.00 will be credited to 
your LBCarCo account) Please contact us ASAP for further info. 

Restoration of Plastic Lens 

If replacement of an oxidized or scratched plastic lens for an automotive lamp such as a side 
marker lamp or a brake lamp is not convenient then restoration is possible. Remove the lens 
and thoroughly wash it removing any dirt and grease. Then wet sand the outside of the lens with 
2000 grit wet/dry sandpaper (available at automotive paint and body supply stores) until smooth. 
After drying the lens, give the outside surface a single coat of clear paint used for plastic models 
(Testor's for example). When dry the lens will look like new.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Open the 2014 car show season and visit beautiful Colonial Williamsburg 
Virginia for the 15th Annual Williamsburg British Car Club British and European 
Car Show 
at Chickahominy Riverfront Park next to the intersection of the James and 
Chickahominy Rivers.  Camping available thru James City County.    
Registration form on our website.

Dear Fellow Club members,

Would you include in your events calendar and pass onto you members
the following information about our 2014 annual British and European Car Show.

The Williamsburg British Car Club 15th Annual British and European Car 
Show
on April 12th, 2014(Sat)
at Chickahominy Riverfront Park
1350 John Tyler Highway(Rt5)
Williamsburg, VA 23185
web site - http://www.wmbgbrit.com/
registration form on website-$20 pre-registration, $25 day of show
contact – Roy Gavilan
rgavilan@verizon.net or rgmgb65@hotmail.com
757-220-4774

Thanks, Roy Gavilan - Registration
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This year the British Car Club - Midlands Centre will be hosting the 8th annual 
Carolina British Classics Car Show, otherwise known as CBC-VIII, on Saturday 
April 5th, 2014.  Please help us get the word out about this event by forwarding 
this e-mail to your members and posting it on your event calendar.

Registration for the show this year is $30 by March 5 and $35 after.  There is no 
additional charge for passengers this year. I have attached a registration form.

The show this year celebrates the Jaguar.  Again we will be merging our event 
with the popular Tartan Day South Festival at the Columbia Speedway, an 
historic “vintage” track from the early days of NASCAR racing.  There will be lots 
of interesting and entertaining diversions throughout the day and a variety of 
merchandise and food vendors.  A portion of the proceeds to benefit two charities 
this year:  Wounded Warriors and Hidden Wounds.
 
The show's web page is http://www.bccmc.com/CBC-VIII.html.
 
We looking forward to seeing you at the show!
 
-- 
Cliff Berry
British Car Club - Midlands Centre (BCCMC)
Webmaster
www.bccmc.com
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BMCCF Member Contributions:

Stuffs for Sale or Wanted

FOR SALE - 1965 Jaguar XKE head, 9,500 miles since complete overhaul, 
complete except cam covers, ready to install.  $1500 OBO.
Craig Murden--cemurden@ec.rr.com.

Brought to us by members

From Ron Foster - 65 Years of Hot Rod Magazine - Amazing Video
Really cool memories.<http://www.youtube.com/embed/AFKtlu-zL-w>
http://www.youtube.com/embed/AFKtlu-zL-w

Don’t you just love Blue Eyes
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BMCCF Classified 
 
BMCCF Regalia 
Contact Trudy Williamson at: (910) 371-3222  for 
ordering instructions. 

 
Emb. S/S Denim Shirt  $20.00 
Emb. L/S Denim Shirt $23.00 
Emb. White Golf Shirt $20.00 
Emb. Hat, Union Jack  $12.00 
Emb. Hat, BMCCF Logo $12.00 
Screen Print Ash Sweatshirt $20.00 
BMCCF T shirt S/S  $12.00 
BMCCF T Shirt L?S  $12.00 
BMCCF Cloisonné Pin $  5.00 
BMCCF  Grill Badge  $35.00 

BMCCF NAME TAGS 
Official BMCCF name tags are required at all events or when 
you are representing the club. 
Originally ordered name tags are now available from Terry 
Smith(910) 686-0785 $5.50  Pin Clasp $8.00  Magnet Clasp 

AUTOWORKS, INC. 
 Foreign & Domestic Auto Specialists 
We service all types of vehicles  
From 1950’s to Present Day 
Emissions Testing, Front end alignment 
A/C repair 
Carl Wilson (910) 791-5074 
202 Antilles Ct. ( In Dutch Square industrial park ) 
Wilmington, NC 28405 
 Free Advice to BMCCF Members 

RED WING SHOES 
Independently Owned & Operated 
3909-A Oleander Drive Wilmington , NC 28403-6714 MARK W. SHELTON 

18



That’s All Folks
Sparky

Thank You
For your contributions to this newsletter
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