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Presidents Message

It was a beautiful day, so | took the Healey for a ride. It was so nice, | was

sure the car would have fixed its faulty Overdrive. But alas, the problem was
still there. Southport and Beaufort were coming up very soon, so | decided to bite the bullet, take the
advice of the many people | had discussed it with and tear it apart. The key was, could | remove the
accumulator from the overdrive without pulling the transmission. | removed the tunnel cover, and with
much effort and swearing, managed to get the cover off the overdrive actuator lever and accumulator.
Removed the solenoid and lever, but when | tried to get the lever housing off its mounting studs | ran
into the frame. | only needed about an inch of vertical clearance. | thought there might be enough flex
in the engine mounts and clearance to the firewall to allow the rear of the transmission to lift up that
much. It worked. If | had done that earlier, removing the cover plate would have been ooh so much
easier. Of course the manual says to use “special tool #xxxxx” to pull the accumulator housing.
Advice from friends says use air pressure. | removed the control rod bolt, spring, and ball, from the
other side of the OD, cut of a piece of dowel to keep the piston in the accumulator housing when | blew,

fabricated an air nozzle seal, and blew. Jacked the compressor up to 120psi and blew and blew.




day celebration with the Grandaughters. Early Sat morning | temporarily bolted the drivers seat in
place, and took it out to verify that it was indeed fixed. Over the Memorial bridge and up Rt 17, but it
wouldn’t go into OD. My heart sank. Turned around at the Battleship and started home. One more try!
Yes! This time it worked . YES!! YES!! Popped in and out better than it had ever done before. Back to
the garage, removed the seat again, installed the tunnel cover, seats and everything else | had taken
out. Went inside, took a shower, had some breakfast and was ready to go to the Southport lunch trip in
my renewed Healey.

It was a beautiful day. There were 17 British cars on the trip. What a great turnout. A lot of our
newer members were along. Tom & Susan did a great job of planning and coaxing you all to come out.
We started out at Sam’s Club, across the Memorial Bridge to the Food Lion in Leland, where we picked
up the West side folks and then ran down Rt 133 to Southport. Lunch on the outdoor deck at Fishy
Fishy Café was great. Then some people headed back home and (6) cars went on south to the Silver
Coast Winery for their Saturday St. Patrick’s weekend celebration. Folk singers, Riverdancers from
around the state and plenty of Irish food, drink and some local wines. It was a wonderful time.

Our next event is the weekend with the MG club at Beaufort, NC. 15 cars signed up should be
another great time.

Saturday April 22 is the “Rims on the River” show on Front and Market Streets in downtown
Wilmington. We will all be parking together in front of Fat Tony’s. Walk around, enjoy the variety of
other cars, walk on the river walk, maybe a little shopping. It was a fun time last year, this year the
event will be preceded by a 5K marathon, so there will be more people to enjoy the day. There is no
entry fee. Tom and Susan have sent out application forms. Please fill it out and send it in, then e-mail
or call me so | can add you to my list to make sure we are all parked together. If you can’t find a form or
can’t use it, e-mail or call me and | will send it in for you.

Next regular meeting will be April 20 at McDaniels Farm restaurant at 7:00 (6:00 for food). See
you there.

Bill

SOUTHPORT PHOTOS




Minutes of BMCCF Meeting Mar 16, 2006
(Secretary had a computer glitch so will be reported at the next meeting)

FROM THE EDITOR:

Send me your favorite car story and we will begin a new feature “Members Motoring”. Don’t
be shy. Everyone has a story so come on share it with the club.

Email it to carclubnews@aol.com.

MEMBERS MOTORING

“A Little Help”

by John Foster

It all started at the British Beer Party at Tom and Susan Roberson’s on Feb. 11, 2006. After
partaking copious amounts of yummy food and sampling a wide variety of real British warm beer, |
was sitting contently in an overstuffed chair watching vintage episodes of “The Avengers” on the
Roberson’s television screen. All of a sudden fellow club member Meritte Guthrie gives a shout of
“Hey John, come on over here”. | get up from the chair and amble over to the kitchen/bar area
where Meritte is standing next to Rob Deans, another fellow club member. As | approach within
earshot, | hear Meritte proclaim to Rob, “John knows that stuff inside-out” and my “antenna”
immediately goes up!

As the conversation unfolds, it seems that Rob had purchased a non-running 1974 TR-6 a while
ago that suffered several wires shorting out and the resulting main harness wiring fire. Rob had
been valiantly trying to piece the main harness back together but did not have a wiring diagram.
After a few more accolades by Meritte about my electrical prowess, it seemed | was agreeing to
help Rob out with his problem in exchange for Rob working out with my boat motor, yes my boat
motor. It turns out that Rob is a certified outboard motor mechanic. Meritte and | agreed to pay a
visit to Rob’s house on Sunday to survey the TR-6 and work on it.

Sunday dawned bright and cool as Meritte and | traveled down to Rob’s garage in my Ford F-150
truck along with a TR-6 wiring diagram, voltmeters, jumper clips and lots of ambition. We arrived
and walked into the garage where Rob’s TR-6 and his TR-4 were housed. Rob had a heater going
trying to take off the chill. | surveyed the TR-6 wiring and “WHAT A MESS” immediately came to my
mind. There was a 16 inch section of the main harness missing between the dash and the engine
compartment. It seemed that the wiring short occurred at the firewall opening. | mentioned to Rob
that a brand new main wiring harness might be the easiest solution to his problem. | could see from
his expression that the $400.00 for a new harness was not a preferred solution since he only paid
$500.00 for the entire car. | can see the logic of that reasoning.

| got out the TR-6 wiring diagram, wire strippers and connectors we brought. Rob had salvaged
some wiring from a boat (didn’t Ben Franklin say “Waste not-Want not !) that we planned to use to
“patch up” the TR-6 harness. | decided to start at the fuse box and work toward the engine one wire
at a time. After about 3 hours of tedious work, we had several circuits completed inside the engine
bay. The battery Rob had in the TR-6 was only producing 10 volts, so we had a battery charger
attached to it. By the way, Meritte assisted by holding the flashlight from time to time and keeping
the conversation going with Rob. It was soon time for lunch and we went to a local sub shop where




Rob graciously bought lunch for all. During lunch, | commented that we were 3 hours into the
project and we would never finish it today.

When we got back to Rob’s | spent a few more hours tracing wiring and making connections. The
taillights were working but there was plenty of work to do. Since Rob had a two-wheel car dolly at
his house, Meritte and Rob got my truck and the dolly arranged to load up the TR-6 so we could
take it to Meritte’s house to finish the wiring. We loaded the car and drove off to Scotts Hill. Meritte
and | wound up pushing the car into his garage late on Sunday afternoon.

| spent another few days on the wiring, slowly tracing out and identifying all the wires. Eventually all
the circuits were completed and working. | had installed the battery from my boat in the TR-6,
turned the ignition key and the engine turned over briskly. After cleaning the ignition points that
were corroded together, | got a good blue spark from the plugs. | called Rob and told him his car
was wired and ready to try and start.

Rob came up to Meritte’s the following Saturday with his truck to take the car back, do a
compression check and get the fuel pump working so it could run. After installing a new battery, the
engine had good compression at about 150 PSIG but we could not get the mechanical fuel pump to
deliver gas to the carburetors. Rob sprayed some starting fluid into both carbs as | cranked over the
engine. It fired to life and sounded great as long as it received fluid. With that task behind us, we
moved the TR-6 onto Rob’s two-wheel dolly with him driving and me spraying starting fluid into the
carbs. It was quite a sight, but we made it.

Rob had brought his “boat tools” to remove the lower unit from my and Meritte’s boat motor to take
them back to his garage for maintenance since Meritte had let Rob use his garage so | could work
on the car.

So it just goes to show you that “A Little Help” is all we need.

Jack Corbell on the Beaufort Trip

The trip was a blast. We drove through some rain with Bill M. the only one with the top down..... go Billl We
met at the Island Inn and did some sightseeing. Lunch together and then toured the Maritime museum.
Had a joint cocktail/snack hour on the upper deck of a waterside restaurant with the NC MG club. Thanks, MG
club and Deborah. Dinner later was fine and late night catching up at the Inn was a fine time.

The drive home on Sunday started as a parade tour down Beaufort Front Street and then on your own for the
trip home. A few of us took the long way through Emerald Isle and then Swansboro historic district.
Gina and | rambled around later to Hammocks State Park. The $5 ferry ride was full so we drove on back
roads to Wilmington. We found Morris Landing Road in Holly Ridge where we got the photo of the TR3 on the
water that is in the group of pictures in the link above. What a great place to take your car for an ICW picture
sometime!

Getting Started Getting ready to leave on Sunday



BEAUFORT CONTINUED

I've attached letters from the MG club and Tom Roberson relative to our Beaufort trip.
Bill

Hello Tom:

On behalf of the members of the North Carolina MG Car Club | would like to thank you and the members of the
British Motor Club of the Cape Fear for a wonderful gathering in Beaufort last weekend. | personally appreciate
the way your group actively mingled with our members, as that produced a camaraderie that went beyond just
two groups being there, to a sense of togetherness. | know there is a kindred spirit that runs among those
people who love these little cars. MG is known as the "marque’ of friendship". It is very good to have friends like
you. It was great to meet you and your wife, and Bill and | look forward to many opportunities to get together in
the future.

Once again, THANK YOU very much and we hope that everyone in your group had a good time too.

Safety Fast,

Debbie and Bill Hawkins

DEBBIE:

YOU BEAT ME TO THE PUNCH, BUT AS FOR US AS WELL, AND | AM SURE | AM SPEAKING FOR EACH
OF OUR MEMBERS THAT ATTENDED THE BEAUFORT GATHERING, WE ALL HAD AN INCREDIBLY
ENJOYABLE AND SATISFYING TRIP. AND OF COURSE, WHAT MADE IT SO VERY UNIQUE, WAS OUR
MEETING WITH A GREAT GROUP OF MG OWNERS. | HOPE WE CAN MAKE THIS AN ANNUAL
PILGRIMAGE AS TWO GROUPS COMBINING AS ONE WITH COMMON INTERESTS AND A SPIRIT OF
ADVENTURE. LET'S BE SURE TO KEEP IN TOUCH DURING THE YEAR TO COME AND | WILL, OF
COURSE, KEEP YOU POSTED ON OUR UPCOMING EVENTS.

MOST SINCERELY,

TOM & SUSAN ROBERSON
BMCCF ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

PS: PLEASE LET YOUR FELLOW MEMBERS KNOW OF OUR MAY 6 TRIP TO MYRTLE BEACH TO MEET
WITH THE CHARLESTON BRITISH CAR CLUB AT THE ROYAL OAK PUB; THE OAK WILL BE CLOSED TO
THE PUBLIC TO ACCOMMODATE OUR CLUBS; MORE INFO LATER.



2006 BMCCF ACTIVITES CALENDAR

April

7-9
20 Thurs Club Meeting
21-23 The Gathering — Shelton Vineyards

Azalea Festival

Triumph Club of the Carolina’s

22 Rims on the river —-Downtown Wilmington

www.dbawilmington.com
23 Car Show Williamsburg Winery. Details

http://www.cvbceva.com

29 Sat-Wine Seller & More Car Show
Wine Festival @ Henry’s Parking Lot
Sat AACA Annual Car Show
Independence Mall

29

REMINDER

If you are planning on attending a
club event that requires and R.S.V.P.,
please remember to do so by the date
requested. It makes it a whole lot
easier to plan.

AUGUST

1 SAT (?) (DATE UNSURE)-LELAND
UNDER THE LIGHTS CAR SHOW

17 THURS-CLUB MEETING

27 SUNDAY-ICE CREAM SOCIAL

TOUR & DESSERT
BILL & GAIL MASSEY’S HOME @ 323 S.
Front St Wilmington OR NEIGHBORHOOD
ICE CREAM PARLOR

MORE SPECIFIC LOCATION LATER

May

6 Royal Oak Pub in Myrtle Beach @ 12:30PM
Joint outing with Charleston British Car Club
Small Non-competitive car show
5141 Hwy 17 bypass South

Note: This Pub is opening exclusively for our

Groups. Let’s make our club proud and get

as many people together as we can.

14  Mother’s Day

18  Thur Club Monthly Meeting

19-21 Weekend Greek Festival Wilmington

27-29 Memorial Day Weekend

27th — June 4™ Annual British Car Drivers
Week

JUNE
9-11  GOLD CUP RACES-VIRGINIA

(BMCCF TO TRAVEL AS GROUP [JOHN
FOSTER TO COORDINATE]

15 THURS-Club Meeting

18 SUN-FATHERS’ DAY

JULY
4 TUES-INDEPENDENCE DAY

8 SAT-POPLAR GROVE Classy Chassis Car
Show

20 THURS-CLUB MEETING

22 SAT-DRIVE BACK: Meet @ FOOD LION
HAMPSTEAD 10AM to DOWNTOWN MAPLE
HILL and a BRIEF TOUR of WATHA and Back to
RIVER FRONT WILMINGTON for light LunchAT
LECATALAN [Tom Roberson to coordinate]

27-30 WEEKEND - BLUES FESTIVAL
WILMINGTON Area


http://www.dbawilmington.com/
http://www.cvbccva.com/

SEPTEMBER

2-4 WEEKEND-LABOR DAY WEEKEND

9 SAT-ART & ANTIQUE FESTIVAL-
WILMINGTON DOWNTOWN

21 THURS-CLUB MEETING

22 SAT-ROSH HASHANAH
OCTOBER

CHARLESTON BRITISH CAR CLUB
SHOW DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED) THIS
WILL BE A CLUB EVENT WEEKEND WITH
THE GOAL OF WINNING “MOST CARS
ENTERED FROM A VISITING CLUB”
AWARD; WE LOST BY 1 CAR LAST YEAR.
OF 5 CARS ENTERED LAST YEAR, WE
TOOK HOME 4 AWARDS! TOM & SUSAN
WILL COORDINATE THIS EVENT.

2 MON-YOM KIPPUR
6-8 WEEKEND-RIVERFEST

14-15 WKEND-PLEASURE ISLAND
SEAFOOD/JAZZ FESTIVAL

19 THURS-CLUB MEETING

OCTOBER

20-21 WEEKEND-OCTOBERFEST

MAYFAIRE CENTER

21 SAT-LIGHTHOUSE INTERNATIONAL
BEER FESTIVAL-HUGH MACRAE PK

28 SAT-PORT CITY MOPAR CAR &
TRUCK SHOW

31 TUES-HALLOWEEN

NOVEMBER

Brits at the Battleship Car Show
Saturday November 4, 2006

GET YOURSELVES AND YOUR CARS

GEARED UP FOR THIS EVENT; WE NEED

100% PARTICIPATION!!!! THERE IS NO

EXCUSE FOR MISSING OUR CLUB’S MAJOR

EVENT OF THE YEAR!!!

16 THURS-CLUB MEETING

23 THURS-THANKSGIVING

DECEMBER

16 SAT-HANUKAH BEGINS
21 No Monthly Meeting
25 MON-CHRISTMAS DAY

31 SUN-NEW YEARS EVE

TO BE ANNOUNCED

Local Rally
Garage Tour
Watkins Glen





mailto:dcllmasters@earthlink.net
mailto:carclubnews@aol.com

HOT NEWS

SPECIAL CLUB EVENT

Saturday May 6. Joint outing with the Charleston British Car Club. Our club has been
invited to meet with their club at the Royal Oak Pub in Myrtle Beach at 12:30 PM for lunch and
a small non competitive car show. The Pub is opening especially for us and closed to the
general public. The North Carolina MG Club has been invited too.

Let’s make this a great turnout. Show your support of our club. Come show your car off and
meet other car buffs.

RIMS ON THE RIVER

If you are planning on attending the Rims on the River car show please send in your registration ASAP

Go to www.dbawilmington.com under upcoming events for the information/registration form for the
Rims on the River show on April 22nd.

If you plan on participating, please send in your registration and let Bill Massey know ASAP. He is
coordinating the parking of our club members cars and will need to know the # of cars participating.
(Our area will be in front of Fat Tony's on Front Street)

Email Bill: wmassey3@ec.rr.com

VIR Race/Ticket Information
Telephone # 434.822.7700

Gold Cup Historic Races Friday June 9 thru Sunday June 11, 2006
Advance Ticket Sales END on May 2, 2006

$ Advance $ At Gate

3 Day Ticket (each) 30 40
Friday N/A 10
Saturday (each) 15 20
Sunday (each) 15 20

Some Hotel info

Hampton Inn Best Western Sleep Inn & Suites
2130 Riverside Dr 1292 S Boston Rd 1483 S Boston Rd
Danville, VA Danville, VA Danville, VA

Phone: (434) 793-1111 Phone (434) 483-5000 Phone (434) 793-6090
Comfort Inn and Suites Danville Courtyard by Marriott

Roanoke South Area 2136 Riverside Dr

100 Tower Dr Danville, Va

Danville, VA 24540 Phone (434) 791-2661



mailto:wmassey3@ec.rr.com

MARQUE MADNESS
D. C. Masters

The first time | ever saw a Lotus 7 up close was at a motocross in upstate NY. | was drawn to it like a
moth to a flame. It was low, simple, and had that virulent aura about it that just screamed -jump in
and become one with my masculinity and drive me just as fast as you can. That particular car was
purchased as a kit and put together by a friend of mine and it was the bare bones 850cc scooter that
would still manage to beat the pants off any other car at the event.

Later, the car receive all the goodies that transformed it into a super 7. Double over head cam Ford
Cosworth motor with twin sidedraft webers, racing suspension and a host of other expensive parts.
The 7 is not for everyone, basically uncomfortable, almost invisible in todays traffic and pretty mucha
sitting duck on the highway. So What!!! It and the ensuing derivatives are pure fun and just exude
the persona of classic British motoring.

Colin Chapman's Lotus 7

Colin Chapman

Today’s Super 7 cars, with their blend of traditional styling and ultramodern
components, trace their lineage to an original 1950s-era Colin Chapman design.
Born in London in 1928, Chapman studied structural engineering, earned his

pilot's wings with the Royal Air Force, and went on to become one of the great

innovators in motorsports design.

A highly successful race driver, Chapman founded Lotus Engineering Ltd. in 1952. Chapman’s vision of light,

powerful cars and performance suspensions guided much of his development work, and in 1957 Lotus debuted
the 7 at the Earl’s Court Motor Show in London.

The Lotus 7

Entering series production soon afterward, the first Lotus 7s were priced

at $1643 and weighed only 725 Ibs.; fast and responsive, the Lotus 7

was one of Chapman’s masterworks, an advanced machine that

surpassed the earlier Lotus 6 as a vehicle that could perform beautifully


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colin_Chapman
http://www.grouplotus.com/

on the track and be driven legally on the road. The 7’s basic design was to stand the test of time, continuing in

its popularity for the ensuing 50 years.

The Caterham Super 7

I Caterham R300

- R300 XPW
After its birth in the 1950s, the Lotus 7 continued to be a widely popular

sportscar for race and hobby drivers. The 7’s evolution continued when,
in 1973, Caterham Cars obtained manufacturing rights from Lotus. 7’s from then on were dubbed the Super 7 —

an apt name, as it was becoming clear that the car’s fundamental design was nearly impossible to improve.

Caterham Super 7 Racing

After dominating open class races for decades, a one-make

championship for Caterhams was begun in 1986; Super 7 circuits have

since expanded to include club and competitive races in the United
Kingdom, continental Europe, Canada, the United States and Asia. The

Super 7’s size was changed only once, when in 1999 Caterham

introduced the SV chassis, an expanded tubular frame designed to

accommodate a greater range of drivers.

Super 7 Cars Inc. Canada

Super 7 GSX 1300R Hayabusa “Spec” Race Car

In 2000, Super 7 Cars Inc. was formed in Canada as a division of

Ennerdale Engineering. With extensive experience in racing and in

specialty automotive engineering and technology, Ennerdale began the

development of left hand drive motorcycle powered Super 7, and in
2001 began custom manufacture of Super 7s for the North American and world markets; previously barred from
Canadian roads by emissions regulations, Super 7 Cars Inc.’s vehicles once again introduced the awe-inspiring

performance of the 7 series into the Canadian market. Powered by the Suzuki Hayabusa engine, motorcycle



http://www.caterham.co.uk/
http://www.caterhamracing.com/
http://www.caterhamracing.com/
http://super7cars.com/index.html
http://super7cars.com/thecar_engine.html

powered Super 7s began competition in North American races; in 2003, a Super 7 driven by David Saville Peck

ran from 0 to 60 mph in 3.25 seconds, a feat verified by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.

Super 7 Inc.'s GSX 1300R Hayabusa

Heading into the 21st century, the Super 7 cars are continuing in their
tradition of innovation, style and boundary-breaking performance; once

again, the Super 7 is the car of choice for discerning leisure drivers and

motorsports addicts.


http://super7cars.com/about_bio.html
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